
When I came to interview here at Gladden UP, I 
told the session and PNC that I could think of no 
better time to start our journey together than the 
months of October, November and December. 
 
As we proved with the Halloween wiener roast, 
October is a great time to have a little bit of fun. 
Even a constant downpour could not squelch 
the warmth of the fire or our fellowship together. 
 
November comes with its focus on Thanksgiving 
and in many churches it’s the time to focus on 
personal stewardship. When we think of God’s 
blessings in our lives, it is almost impossible not 
to respond with joyful giving and a grateful 
heart. We have been blessed beyond all meas-
ure, and I encourage you to give generously of 
your time and energy as we begin our journey 
together in the Kingdom of God. 
 
And then there is December—THE MOST 
WONDERFUL TIME OF THE YEAR!  Dec. 5 is 
the first Sunday of Advent, and it’s the perfect 
way to center our lives in the middle of the 
chaos and panic which often descend on us 
during the month of December as we rush to 
and fro trying to generate the “perfect holiday.” 
 
Although I know the wise men weren’t  present 
at the birth of Jesus, the wise men signify each 
of us who weren’t present for the birth but who 
come seeking to worship the newborn King. 

May we also bring our gifts, faithfully following 
the light which shines into the darkness! 
 
I encourage each of you to join us on the jour-
ney . Our lives are a constant ebb and flow of 
beginning and end; this is reflected by the antici-
pation of Advent which finds its fulfillment in the 
birth of Christ and then goes full circle once 
again through Lent which finds its fulfillment on 
Easter Sunday. 
 
My Christmas prayer for you is that you find your 
place on the path—ever looking ahead in antici-
pation of the blessings which Emmanuel—God 
with Us—bestows on each of us, His children! 
 
   Prayers and blessings, 
   Pastor Beth 
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Session met Tuesday, Nov. 7. 
As part of the devotional, Pas-
tor Beth encouraged the ses-
sion to see the “big” picture. We 
are not simply making deci-
sions to fix, build and repair but 
are working to build the king-
dom of God. 
 
At this point, the kitchen has 
been painted, tables delivered 
and set, and a new stove pur-
chased and installed. The new 
tile floor has been installed, but 
the work has not been ap-
proved, pending necessary 
quality control. 
 
Beginning with the Nov. 19 
Thanks Offering, session ap-
proved participation in the five 
denominational offerings in 
support of various mission pro-
jects. These offerings are: 
Thanks Offering, Christmas 

Joy, Pentecost, One Great 
Hour of Sharing and the 
Peacemaking Offering. 
 
Committee structures are be-
ing examined to redefine 
goals and needs. 
 
Session is seeking input on 
the 2007 budget as the 
church prepares to step for-
ward as a witness for Christ. 
 
Trash collection contract was 
given to Waste Management. 
Pickup will be Thursday 
mornings. 
 
In an effort to make the Ad-
vent services available to the 
community, session agreed 
to participate in the “Come 
Out of the Cold” promotional 
program. A reusable banner 

will be purchased, inviting 
the community to celebrate 
the Advent and Christmas 
season with our Gladden 
church family. 
 
Approval was given for the 
baptism of Brooke Marie Bu-
falini, daughter of Kim and 
Michael Bufalini. 
 
Pittsburgh Presbytery is 
sponsoring a Leadership 
training event on Saturday, 
Nov. 18. Pastor Beth and 
session representatives will 
attend the program sched-
uled at Bakerstown Presby-
terian. 
 
The next scheduled meeting 
is Tuesday, Dec. 5 at 7:15 
p.m. 
 

face. After January 1, the 
group will coordinate fund-
raising events to support 
these activities. We are 
open to suggestions of origi-
nal ideas: For example, per-
haps a 5K run, art show or 
dinner opportunities. 

The cross project has been 
completed as a visible sign 

The ICU committee met Mon-
day, Nov. 6 to redefine goals 
for 2007. As a result of that 
discussion, the primary func-
tion will be outreach. This in-
cludes reaching out to those in 
need, visitation and church 
promotion. As a natural out-
come of these activities, op-
portunities for mission will sur-

of God’s 
grace in 
our com-
munity. 

If you have a commitment to 
outreach and mission, attend 
the Dec. 12 meeting at 7:30 
p.m. (Please note date 
change). 
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peace, and His power will see 
me through. He raises me up, 
even when they fail to promote 
me. He claims me as His own,  
even when the company threat-
ens to let me go. His Faithful-
ness and love is better  
than any bonus check. His re-
tirement plan beats every 401k 
there is! When it's all said and 
done, I'll be working for Him a 
whole lot longer and  
for that, I BLESS HIS NAME!!!!!! 

and guides my decisions 
that I might honor him in all 
that I do. Even though I face 
absurd amounts of e-mails, 
system crashes, unrealistic 
deadlines, budget cutbacks, 
gossiping co-workers, dis-
criminating supervisors and 
an aging body that doesn't 
cooperate every morning, I 
still will not stop--- for He is 
with me! His presence, His 

November Birthdays 

Nov. 1  Katie Galicic 
Nov. 4  Rayma Chapple 
Nov. 11 Mildred Morgan 
Nov. 14 John Barrett Sr. 
Nov. 16 Kevin Beyer 
Nov. 17 Shirley  
  Isiminger 
Nov. 24 Lisa Barrrett 
Nov. 25 Betty Zaney 

Nov. 26 Albert Saussol III 
Nov. 27 “Toots” Kelley 
Nov. 30 Linsay Stewart 

December Birthdays 

Dec. 23 Jim Stewart 
  Todd Mihok 
Dec. 25 Jesus Christ 
Dec. 26 Karen Beyer 
Dec. 27 Jane Hutchison 
Dec. 29 Dorothy McCoy 

5594 if you 
have a need 
or concern. 
Office hours 
will be 2 to 6 p.m. on Tues-
day and 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
on Thursdays—pending 

As of Nov. 3, Pastor Beth and 
her family are moved into the 
manse at 747 Millers Run 
Road. The church phone 
rings into the manse and an 
answering machine is avail-
able. Please call 412-221-

emergencies—it might be a 
good idea to call. Pastor 
Beth is available at other 
times by appointment.  

A good way to communicate 
is via email: Pge-
Maker@hotmail.com. 
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The Lord is my real boss, and I 
shall not want. He gives me 
peace, when chaos is all around 
me. He gently reminds me to 
pray and do all things without 
murmuring and complaining. 
He reminds me that he is my 
source and not my job. He re-
stores my sanity everyday 
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One of my goals as a pastor is to provide infor-
mation in an effort to spark creative conversation 
about the strengths and weaknesses we find 
here at Gladden UP. This month I have been 
reading Kennon L. Callahan’s Small, Strong Con-
gregations. I have several insights which I would 
like to share with you as we begin our journey 
together. 

 

Callahan identifies 12 factors which are markers 
used to determine if a small church is in fact a 
vibrant worshipping community. 

 

These factors include : 

· Specific, concrete missional objectives. 

· Pastor and lay visitation 

· Corporate, dynamic worship 

· Significant relational groupings 

· Strong leadership resources 

· Solid decision making 

· Several programs and activities 

· Open accessibility 

· High visibility 

· Adequate land and parking 

· Adequate space and facilities 

· Solid financial resources 

 

Small, strong congregations excel at nine or 
more of these characteristics. 

 

In the months ahead, we will be looking at these 
markers and evaluating the areas where we need 
to improve and celebrating the areas where Glad-
den UP is already successful. 

“In small, strong congregations, people discover 
the steadfast love of God. In our time, people are 
looking for a congregation where they can dis-
cover and share steadfast love in their lives.” 
(Page 25). 

 

As your pastor, I am committed to this journey 
together!  

 

Over the next two months, I am asking you to re-
flect on these characteristics. In January, when it 
is too cold to be outside, we will come together in 
the fellowship hall for a church-wide retreat day 
and share our thoughts as we seek God’s will in 
our own lives and in the life of our church. 

 

I encourage you to find a copy of Callahan’s book 
and/or Carl S. Dudley’s Effective Small Churches 
in the Twenty-First Century. Read the books and 
then pray daily that as a church we will discern 
God’s will for 2007 and beyond. 
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“Enlarge the place of your tent, stretch your 
tent curtains wide, do not hold back; lengthen 
your cords, strengthen your stakes.”  Is. 54:2 
 
For me this verse from Isaiah is an encourage-
ment to dream big for God! Enlarge your tent 
to allow God to show you His dream for your 
life and for Gladden UP. There is a plan for our 
future. Our part is to listen to God and to keep 
our eyes on Him … and then, like Peter, get 
out of the boat. 
 
It’s always a leap of faith – but what great 
dreams God has for each of us. 
 

Pastor Beth 
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November 12— Baptism  during morning wor-
ship. Celebration of the Ordination of Women 
at 4 p.m. The event is sponsored by Pitts-
burgh Presbytery and hosted by Bethany 
Presbyterian. 

November 14 —Worship Committee meeting. 

November 15 —Bible Study—last discussion 
of the Purpose Driven Life. 7 p.m. 

November 16 — Choir practice at 6:30 p.m. 

Special presbytery meeting scheduled. 

November 17 —Preparation of baskets to be 
distributed to homebound members and 
friends of the church. 

November 19 —Community Dinner sponsored 
by the Bridgeville Ministerial Association. 
Please see sign up sheets to volunteer as 
servers. Gladden has volunteered to donate 
15 pies. 

November 22 —7 p.m. Bible Study. 

November 23 —Thanksgiving. 

November 25— “We Are Thankful” potluck 
dinner scheduled at 5:30 p.m. This is a time to 
celebrate what God has done at Gladden this 
past year and a time to reflect on what God 
wants us to do in the year ahead in response 
to such wonderful faithfulness. 

November 29 —7 p.m. Bible Study—We will 
begin a reflection on Advent led by Pastor 
Beth. 

November 30 —6:30 p.m. choir practice. 

December 3 —1st Sunday of Advent which 
includes the Lord’s Supper. Deadline for Pe-
ter’s Place reservations with Florine and for 
ordering Biscotti (anise). Biscotti are 
$6/dozen with reservations to Shirley Live-
say. 

December 5 —7:15 p.m. session meeting. 

December 10 —A Christmas celebration is 
planned immediately following worship at Peter’s 
Place. In lieu of presents, each person is asked 
to donate $10. The proceeds of this collection will 
benefit Nikki Lapinsky and her family. Reserva-
tions should be given to Florine Rolin no later 
than Dec. 3. 

December 12 —7:30 p.m. ICU  Meeting 

December 13 —7 p.m. Bible Study 

December 14— 6:30 p.m. Choir Practice 

December 17 —3rd Sunday of Advent. Broschart 
Christmas Open House from 2 to 5 p.m.  

December 20 —7 p.m. Bible Study. 

December 21 —6:30 p.m. Choir Practice. 

December 24 —10:30 a.m.—4th Sunday of Ad-
vent. Christmas Eve Candlelight Service at 7 p.m. 

 

Christmas Memory 
Poinsettia 

Memory poinsettias are 
available to honor our 
loved ones. These poin-
settias will be placed on 
the altar and in the sanc-
tuary. Names will be 

noted in the Christmas Eve bulletin. Your $10 do-
nation will be donated to the Washington 
Women’s Shelter. Checks should be payable to: 
Women’s Association of Gladden UP Church.  

 

Place the following information in the offering 
plate or give to Florine Rolin: 

 

In Memory of: __________________________ 

 

In honor of: ____________________________ 



*���
����
��
���
���

����
����,�"��+�+�+��

	�����
����"��'�
����"��������
���� �"+�

������� ����������������

��� ���� ���	
� �� ���
� ��� ��
��� �
�������� ��� ����������� ��� ��
�
�
� ���
�� �
� �	����
��� ���������� ��� �����
�� �����  !��
 ""#�� � $���������� $�
��
�
�
� %��
������ &���	� '��
���
(����� ��� ���� (
��� )
��
� ���������� ��
� *�����
�� �������� �
��
�������
��
	�
�����
����������������
���������
���� +
�����������
������	�	�
����������������*������������
� �
�+
���
���

On Sunday, Oct. 29 at 3 p.m., the Pittsburgh 
Presbytery convened an administrative com-
mission to install and ordain Elizabeth Bro-
schart as the designated pastor at Gladden UP. 

With great joy and celebration, the congregation  
participated in a worship service which truly 
gave God the glory for all the wonderful things 
He has done in our lives. 

 

Participants in the service included: Rev. Jo 
Ramsey, Elder Becky Cartus, Elder Louise 
Rogers, Elder Paul Emory, Rev. Tim Spring, 
Rev. Jerry Broschart, Elder Florine Rolin, Rev. 
Karl McDonald, Elder Ray Lengvarsky, Elder 
Harold Pollock, Shirley Pollock, Marlene Ross, 
Amy Tennant, the North Hills Community Bap-
tist Church choir and members of the Gladden 
UP choir. 

 

Scripture texts for the sermon delivered by Rev. 
Tim Spring were Isaiah 6:1-8 and II Timothy 
4:1-5. Communion was served by intinction to 
all those attending. The service closed with the 
singing of Blessed Be the Tie that Binds in rec-
ognition that we are bound together as the body 
of Christ regardless of where we live or serve. 

 

Following the service, a delectable table of food 
was served by the Women’s Association of 
Gladden UP. 
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Sunday, Dec. 5 marks the first 
Sunday of Advent. Join our 
church family as we decorate 
the tree with Chrismons and 
quiet our minds in preparation 
for celebrating the birth of Je-
sus Christ. 

Worship Services : 10:30 a.m. 

&�����������
�
&���	
	������
����
�

 

Gladden UP invites you to 
celebrate the birth of our Sav-
iour at 7 p.m. on Christmas 
Eve. This service features your 
favorite Christmas hymns, the 
re-telling of the Christmas 
Story, communion, candlelight 
and special music. 
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