There are some churches that attempt to shine
a faint and fractured penlight of brightness out
into the darkness by proclaiming "We Want to
Be Your Friend" or "We Make Friends" or "This
Is a Warm, Friendly Fellowship." These congre-
gations are often surprised when this faded
message fails to attract others in out of the
dark.

But it's that very message that is the problem.
Friendship is not what people are looking for in
a church; they're not looking for friendliness;
they're not looking for friends. This culture
would have the church adopt as its mission "We
Make You Happy." But the mission of the
church is not to make people happy, or to help
people feel good about themselves. It is to

glorify God and praise Him forever.
(Attributed to Homiletics Online)

Wow! That's tough but true! It is a true reminder
that we need to be sure we put the emphasis in
the right place—squarely on worship.

Each month I've shared segments of reading,
and this past week | just completed a book by
Kevass J. Harding titled “Can These Bones
Live? Bringing new life to a Dying Church.” In
this book, Harding tells of how a church went
from three families to worship attendance of
over 400—but the numbers aren’t all that impor-
tant! What comes through is the process—God
breathed new life into a congregation that saw
only death in its future.

According to Harding, one of the first signs of
hope came when worship changed—it went from
being a casual hour spent out of habit in the
same pew every week—to a time of vibrant wor-
ship which focused on the REAL REASON we
come to church each week—to worship a majes-
tic God—wonderful Savior—Creator, Redeemer
and Sustainer of our lives.

The backbone of Harding’s ministry is the belief
that “little is much when God is in it. Yes, in the
hands of God, with much faith, vision, prayer,
commitment and hard work, little can become
much.”

The premise that worship and a personal rela-
tionship with God are the primary purpose of our
church (rather than social relationships or re-
sponsibilities) is the reason our Wednesday
night Bible Study chose to commit to a period of
Spiritual Formation. What does that mean? It
means that we aren’t going to be so consumed
with the details —we are going to focus on the
journey each of us has with Christ.—not a his-
tory lesson but a vital belief that Christ goes be-
fore us, behind us, under us, over us and offers
each of us abundant life—if we only take the
time and the energy to focus on what is impor-
tant—the very love of God and the gratitude we
experience whenever we acknowledge the
breath of life God

breathes into each of

us.



Malawi Partnership Update:

Following approval by the session, a partnership
application has been forwarded to the Pittsburgh
Presbytery and then on to the Blantyre Synod of
Malawi.

This partnership will connect our congregation
with a sister church in Malawi. Through this part-
nership our church members are encouraged to
pray and support our sisters and brothers in
Christ.

Hopefully, in the near future, we will receive visi-
tors from their congregation. In exchange, mem-
bers of our congregation will also have the oppor-
tunity to travel and experience the warm hospital-
ity of the Malawian people.

Most likely, this partnership will be announced in
the month of October. At that time, we will receive
information about our sister church and will be
able to begin correspondence as we seek to
learn of God’s work around the world.

Trustee Report:

Here’s a brief summary of activities:

Library room close to completion —be sure
to stop in and check out a book, attend a
Bible Study or make a copy or perhaps just
to sit a spell.

Gutter guards installed by Jack Lang at no
cost to the church

Estimate for sound system obtained and ap-
proved by session. Installation to take place
soon.

Estimate for parking lot preparation and
sealing submitted to session for approval
this fall

Outside electrical receptacle and new light
installed by fellowship hall door

Ceiling fan and new light installed in
manse—paid by Pastor Beth

Drains cleared in the kitchen
Investigating the cost of replacing the out-
door storage shed.

Obtaining estimates for the repair of the
stairwell leading into the kitchen area.

A vision of a
healthy small church

A small membership congregation is healthy
when it has a sense of adventure and curiosity,
and a desire to mature spiritually; when it
measures the effectiveness of its life by its vi-
sion, and its witness to the Gospel, and when
the worship of God becomes its dalily life.

A small church is healthy when it listens and
responds to the will of God revealed in scrip-
ture and guided by the Holy Spirit: when it cele-
brates its unigque qualities as well as its con-
nection with people everywhere; when its min-
istry comes from Christ our Sovereign and Sav-
ior to help people discover their power-
strengthen their commitment and practice an
all-inclusive love.

A healthy small church can celebrate its unique
identity and face honestly its struggles for sur-
vival; its benefits from presbytery affirmations
and pursues cooperative relationships, both
denominational and ecumenical.

A small church is healthy when it encourages
the spiritual growth and draws on the diverse
gifts of its members, trains its leaders, encour-
ages stewardship and accepts responsibility for
its own particular mission.

A small membership congregation is healthy
when it fosters hospitality; reaches out to those
who are hurting; when it opens to a variety of
models of pastoral leadership and care

and is willing to make changes in ways that
help it meet the needs of the people in worship,
education, nurture, fellowship, evangelism and
mission.



September Birthdays

October Birthdays

Sept. 2 Philip Carter Oct. 3 Kathy Saussol
Sept. 8 Eileen Urcini Oct. 6 Beau Johnson
Sept. 15 Michael Saunoras Oct. 8 Lisbeth Mihok
Sept. 18 Robin Mehok N~ Jim Metsger
Sept. 20 Ray Stevens, Sr. // Oct. 9 Dolores Sundy
Sept. 22 John Barrett, Jr. // Jimmy Barrett
Sept. 27 Robin Hart Taffee Oct. 11 Mamie Brown
I Oct. 21 Susan McAndrew
"# $ # Oct. 22 David Cole
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Choir Rehearsals

Resume

Join us as we resume our Thursday night
choir rehearsals. This is an excellent op-
portunity to share fellowship, endulge
yourself with a musical immersion and
worship God in song. The choir meets
each Thursday from 6:30 to 7:45 p.m. un-
der the direction of Rayma Chappel. Music
is vital to our Sunday worship services.
See Rayma if you have an interest!

We extend our

sympathy to the
family of Dave

Adams, a Glad-

den UP trustee {T RIUMP HANTJ
who died g “ Q
September 4.

Please send condolences to Zachary and Erin at:
75 Creedmore Ave.

Cecil, PA 15321

412-220-9392.

Church Mailing Address
747 Millers Run Road

if you have a
McDonald PA 15057
_ need or con-
Contact Information : The cern at any

church phone rings into the
manse and an answering ma-
chine is available. Please call

412-221-5594

time . Office hours will be 2
to 6 p.m. on Tuesday and
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. on Thurs-

days—pending emergen-
cies—it might be a good
idea to call. Pastor Beth is
available in the office at
other times by appointment.

=

PgeMaker@hotmail.com.
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Discipleship requires a willing-
ness to give of your time, treas-
ure and talents.

One of the things which inspired
me while | was in Malawi was
their generosity and willingness
to give of their first fruits in all
areas of their lives. In a culture
where food is scarce, the cus-
tom of giving to the church is
remarkable. During their time of
thanksgiving for God'’s provision,
each family brings in food, grain
and animals as a way of provid-
ing for those even less fortunate
in the community.

The mvano (women’s associa-
tion) volunteers four hours a
week to ministry—home visita-
tion, training and fellowship.

Elders serve in the capacity of
ministering to the congrega-
tion—preaching, teaching, con-
ducting funerals and providing

church discipline.

Church musicians give freely of
their time—uwith a typical con-
gregation having multiple choirs.

As we approach the harvest
time in our own ways, can we
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Fall
Stewardship

Campaign

really be less grateful as we look Our generosity a sacramental

at the abundance of our lives?

Christian discipleship is a total
commitment of life to Jesus! The
command to reorder our priori-
ties isn’t to make life more diffi-
cult. It's to make it evident that
God gives back a hundredfold
more than we could ever
achieve when we hoard our
time, treasure and talents.

It's a question of whether we

recognize that “the earth is the
Lord’s.” All that we own or ac-
complish is part of that spiritual
reality. God invites us to make

act of grace through which, first
of all, we reach out and patrtici-
pate in the abundance of eternal
life. Second, God reaches in
with love for us and for the
world!

Just imagine a choir loft filled
with voices singing praise to
God. Just imagine watching
young people grow in their faith
because of the scholarships we
provide. Just imagine the life of
one person impacted by the
hospitality shown by one individ-
ual .... May you be that one indi-
vidual and give generously!
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September 4 —Session meeting at 7:15 p.m.
September 5 —ICU Meeting at 7 p.m.

September 6 —Presbytery Meeting at Camp
Crestfield. Choir practice at 6:30 p.m.

September 9 —Rally Day. Presbyterian Women
meeting following worship.

September 19—Bible Study at 7 p.m.

September 22 —Workshop on Christian Educa-
tion at Pittsburgh Theological Seminary.

September 23 —Songsters Quartet
September 26—Bible Study at 7 p.m.

October 2 —Session meeting at 7:15 p.m.
October 6 —World Communion Sunday
October 11 —Presbytery Meeting
October 13 —Ecumenical Breakfast

octoer 31— October 2007
Halloween

Around the Fire SMTWTFS
from6to9 p.m. 123 456
Bible Study 7 8 9 10111213
each Wednes- |14 1516 17 18 19 20

day eveningat |21 22 23 24 25 26 27
7 p.m. 28 29 30 31

Invite your friends and family to attend church on
Sunday, September 23. The gospel message will
be proclaimed through the ministry of the Song-
sters—a Southern Gospel quartet from Ohio.
The group will sing during the morning worship
service. Following worship, the ICU Committee
will furnish a spaghetti dinner as we share our
hospitality with the members of the quartet
around the table of fellowship. Please bring your
favorite dessert.

PP @b ab aP P P ad
H48 9 4 4 ¢ ¢4 o

mmn # mnn

© D
2 :
N o8
N o6
N J&
Ve J&
N J&
N o6
3, " o6
% o6
3, s o8
Ve J&
(l@ Oi)
o 9 P @

@I @ @ @ @
ee® T T O ® ¢



Bulletin Preparation : Re-
quires approximately 1/2 hour
each week to copy the bulle-
tins which are prepared by
Pastor Beth. Duties include
ordering toner and supplies

Newsletter Contributions

We need people to regularly
report on the activities of each
of our committees and organi-
zations. Recipes and articles
are needed and need to be
submitted the 2nd week of Oc-
tober, December, February,
April, June, August to Pastor
Beth. We need a volunteer to
distribute the newsletter via
the mail.

Choir Members : We need
individuals to commit to sing-
ing in the choir, particularly for
special events such as Christ-

mas Eve. If Thursdays don’t
work, see Rayma. We’'ll work
out another time to practice or
provide practice tapes. If you
can’t commit to all year, com-
mit to a month at a time.

Mid-Week Manna Program :
We need volunteers to help
with a five week Mid-Week
Manna program through the
weeks of Advent. Cooks,
teachers, craft people and
greeters are needed.

Greeters: We need volun-
teers to greet our visitors, find
out their names and follow up
with cards and the right hand
of fellowship.

Liturgists: We need individu-
als willing to read scripture
and give announcements dur-

ing morning worship.

Church Librarian needed to
organize books in the library
and maintain check-out and
check-in duties as well as find
books for distribution.

Worship Committee : We
need people to decorate our
sanctuary for special services
in ways which reflect the
beauty of worship and to pre-
pare communion

Work Days : We need men
and women to donate a day to
work projects. See the trus-
tees.

God'’s calling you ... are you
listening?
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The Presbyterian Women'’s or-
ganization held their annual
Peach Festival with a net profit of
over $2500.

The next project for the women
will be the Ecumenical Breakfast
on Saturday, Oct. 13 at 9 a.m.
Women in the community are in-
vited to attend this breakfast
which features a mission and out-
reach theme and typically benefits
the Washington County Women'’s
Shelter. Watch for additional de-
tails.

For information about the Presby-
terian Women visit the PC(USA)
website at:

pcusa.org/pw

New Addresses:

Patti and Bill Collins
814-647-5408

1309 Deering Run Road
Austin PA 16720

Alys Mihok
Unit #7 Lin Don Townhouses

625 Lin Don Drive
Halifax PA 17032
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