
ñAnd you shall know that I am the LORD, when 
I open your graves, and bring you back from 
your graves, O my people. I will put my spirit 
within you, and you shall live . . .ò * Hear the 
good news: through the grace of our living God, 
we are dead to sin and alive in Christðwe are 
forgiven! 

 

SCRIPTURE READINGS 

Ezekiel 37:1ï14  Psalm 130 

Romans 8:6ï11  John 11:1ï45 

 

Each of the scripture readings from the revised 
common lectionary celebrate the power of 
Godôs spirit to transform what was dead into 
what is living. Ezekiel witnessed a heap of dry 
bones in a valley emerge into living, breathing 
women and men, awakened by the breath of 
God. Martha was reunited in the flesh with her 
brother, Lazarusðonce four days dead and 
sealed away in a tombðthrough the miraculous 

healing power of Jesus Christ. Israel watched 
vigilantly and hoped fervently for divine re-
newal, as voiced in Psalm 130. Paul asserted in 
Romans 8:11 that, ñIf the Spirit of him who 
raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he 
who raised Christ from the dead will give life to 
your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that 
dwells in you,ò testifying to Godôs death-
surpassing power to give new life. 

 

Interesting words about the ability of Godôs 
spirit to breathe new life into our ordinary exis-

tence. The Spirit is what gives us strength to 
know we can face whatever lies ahead ... 

 

We have a ñHelperò who has been ñcalled 
alongside.ò 

In place of weakness, the Spirit brings power. 

In place of ignorance, the Spirit brings knowl-
edge. 

In place of human knowledge, the Spirit 
brings divine wisdom and profound insights 
from the depths of Godôs plan. 

As we grasp these depths, combining spiri-
tual thoughts and words, we gain confidence 
in Godôs will. 

And even though it may be surprising, when 
God is in it, there is only one option: obedi-
ence. 

 

Going through the Lenten season we are con-
tinually reminded to reflect on Godôs work in our 
livesðperhaps itôs time to be obedient to the 
Spiritôs leading so that each of us finds Godôs 
perfect plan and will for our lives. 

 

Maybe itôs time to live as the adopted sons and 
daughters of a living God. 

Pastorõs Column é  
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Celebrate the 
Gifts of Women 
é  
Awakening God, 

nearer to us than our 

very breaths, you 

breathe new life in the 

church through the 

gifts and voices of 

younger women, yet 

too often we dismiss 

them as incapable. 

You enhance the 

churchôs witness 

through the wisdom of 

older women, yet 

too often we dismiss 

them as irrelevant. 

You lead us, young 

and old, to new oppor-

tunities, yet too often 

we cling to old habits 

and ancient anxieties. 

Forgive us, we pray. 

Help us to trust in your 

Spirit, especially as it 

leads us to new life 

and exciting possibili-

ties through the gifts 

of women of all ages. 

May the grace of your 

forgiveness take root 

in our hearts, trans-

form our intentions 

and reshape our ac-

tions into works of jus-

tice, kindness and hu-

mility, to your glory 

and honor. Amen. 

Pierogies é 

The Studda Bubba Pierogie Crew will 
sell Gladden's famous pierogies on the 
following dates: 

 

Friday evenings from 6 to 8 p.m. - Feb. 
29, Mar. 14 (Frozen pierogies only) 

 

Saturdays from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. - 
March 1, March 8, March 15 (Frozen 
pierogies all day and fresh pierogies 
from 1 to 6 p.m.) 

 

During the Flea MarketðMarch 7 and 
8 

 

Potato and Cheese and Potato, 
Cheese and Jalapeno pierogies with 
butter and onions are available for $6/
dozen. To place your order, call 412-
221-5594 or 412-257-0922 - leave a 
message if no answer and someone 
will return your call.  

CELL PHONE vs. BIBLE  

I wonder what would happen if 

we treated our Bible like we treat 

our cell phone? 

What if we carried it around in 

our purses or pockets? 

What if we flipped through it sev-

eral times a day? 

What if we turned back to go get 

it if we forgot it? 

What if we used it to receive 

messages from the text? 

What if we treated it like we 

couldn't live without it? 

What if we gave it to Kids as 

gifts? 

What if we used it when we trav-

eled? 

What if we used it in case of 

emergency? 

This is something to make you 

go....hmm...where is my Bible? 

Unlike our cell phone, we don't 

have to worry about our Bible 

being disconnected because  

Jesus already paid the bill. 

Women's Retreat  

at Camp Crestfield!  

Ladies, it is time to retreat together! In 

the hustle and bustle of our every day 

lives, everyone needs a chance to 

leave the stresses at home and recon-

nect with Christ and one another. 

Crestfield invites you to come away 

with other women to talk, study, play, 

rest, worship and laugh together on 

April 11-13. We promise to send you 

home feeling refreshed and rejuve-

nated. Our retreat leaders are Jean 

Kennedy and Betty Angelini. Click here 

for more information: 

http://www.crestfield.net/women%20s%

20retreat.htm 

http://www.crestfield.net/women%20s%20retreat.htm
http://www.crestfield.net/women%20s%20retreat.htm


The Twelve Gates of Jerusalem  

Lent is a time to travel in the footsteps of Jesus. 
March 7-9 Ascribe Ministries will erect the 
ñTwelve Gates of Jerusalemò at Bethany Pres-
byterian. The multi-sensory worship experience 
involves prayer stations that evoke the physical 
senses. 

Come and worship the Lord in the beauty of 
Godôs holiness! See our Savior in the great ex-
pression of his love on the cross. Hear Godôs 
word of refreshment in the fountain of clean-
sing, healing and restoration: 

Friday, March 7   6:30 to 9:30 p.m.  

Saturday, March 8   11 a.m. to 9 p.m.  

Sunday, March 9         12:30 p.m. to 4 p.m.   

March Birthdays  

March 2 Dave Galicic  
  and Kari Grant 

March 6 Zack Adams &
        Sandy Klemencic 

March 14  Rita Hart 

March 18 Jo Dzierski 

March 22 Peg Klein 

March 28 Jennifer  
  Chadish 

March 30 Brenda Bertus 

April Birthdays  

April 12 Jane Mitchell 

April 20 Shirley Livesay 

April 25 Jan Johnson 

  Mike McAndrew 

April 26 Ashley Isiminger 

April 27 Stacy Saussol & 

  Alan Desmet, Sr. 

412-221-5594 

if you have a 

need or con-

cern at any 

time . Office hours will be 2 

to 6 p.m. on Tuesday and 

10 a.m. to 2 p.m. on Thurs-

Church Mailing Address :  
747 Millers Run Road 

McDonald PA 15057 

Contact Information : The 

church phone rings into the 

manse and an answering ma-

chine is available. Please call 

daysðpending emergen-

ciesðit might be a good 

idea to call. Pastor Beth is 

available in the office at 

other times by appointment.  

PgeMaker@hotmail.com. 

News You Can Use é How to contact Pastor Beth 

Happy BirthdayñGod bless you! 
If your birthday isnõt here, notify Pastor Beth 

Happy Birthday é  

One Great Hour of  Sharing : 

The annual one Great 

Hour of Sharing offering 

will be collected on 

Sunday, March 16. 

The numbers of 

neighbors suffering at 

this very moment is 

enormous. So many, 

we canôt imagine how we alone can make a dif-

ference. Alone, we may feel powerless, but 

united we are strong enough to change the world! 

The Lord has instructed us to love our neighbors. 

This is how we do  it! 

Your neighbors from Louisiana to Sudan are 

counting on you! Plan to give generously! 



THE BIRTH of 'PRECIOUS LORD'  

Back in 1932, I was 32 years old and a fairly 

new husband. My wife, Nettie and I were living 

in a little apartment on Chicago 's south side. 

One hot August afternoon I had to go to St. 

Louis, where I was to be the featured soloist at a 

large revival meeting. I didn't want to go.  

 

Nettie was in the last month of pregnancy with 

our first child. But a lot of people were expecting 

me in St. Louis. I kissed Nettie good-bye, clat-

tered downstairs to our Model A and, in a fresh 

Lake Michigan breeze, chugged out of Chicago 

on Route 66. 

 

However, outside the city, I discovered that in 

my anxiety at leaving, I had forgotten my music 

case. I wheeled around and headed back. I 

found Nettie sleeping peacefully. I hesitated by 

her bed; something was strongly telling me to 

stay. But eager to get on my way, and not want-

ing to disturb Nettie, I shrugged off the feeling 

and quietly slipped out of the room with my mu-

sic.  

 

The next night, in the steaming St. Louis heat, 

the crowd called on me to sing again and again. 

When I finally sat down, a messenger boy ran 

up with a Western Union telegram. I ripped open 

the envelope. Pasted on the yellow sheet were 

the words; YOUR WIFE JUST DIED.  

 

People were happily singing and clapping 

around me, but I could hardly keep from crying 

out. I rushed to a phone and called home. All I 

could hear on the other end was 'Nettie is dead. 

Nettie is dead.'  

 

When I got back, I learned that Nettie had given 

birth to a boy. I swung between grief and joy. 

Yet that same night, the baby died. I buried Net-

tie and our little boy together, in the same cas-

ket. Then I fell apart.  

 

For days I closeted myself. I felt that God had 

done me an injustice. I didn't want to serve Him 

anymore or write gospel songs. I just wanted to 

go back to that jazz world I once knew so well. 

But then, as I hunched alone in that dark apart-

ment those first sad days, I thought back t o the 

afternoon I went to St. Louis . Something kept 

telling me to stay with Nettie. Was that some-

thing God? Oh, if I had paid more attention to 

Him that day, I would have stayed and been 

with Nettie when she died.  

 

From that moment on I vowed to listen more 

closely to Him. But still I was lost in grief. Every-

one was kind to me, especially a friend, Profes-

sor Fry, who seemed to know what I needed. 

On the following Saturday evening he took me 

up to Malone's Poro College , a neighborhood 

music school. It was quiet; the late evening sun 

crept through the curtained windows. I sat down 

at the piano, and my hands began to browse 

over the keys. Something happened to me then. 

I felt at peace. I felt as though I could reach out 

and touch God. I found myself playing a melody, 

once into my head they just seemed to fall into 

place:  

 

The Lord gave me these words and melody, He 

also healed my spirit. I learned that when we are 

in our deepest grief, when we feel farthest from 

God, this is when He is closest, and when we 

are most open to His restoring power.  

' Precious Lord, take my hand, lead me on, let 

me stand! I am tired, I am weak, I am worn, 

through the storm, through the night lead me on 

to the light, take my hand, precious Lord, lead me 

home.'  



 

Calendar of Events:  
Weekly Events : 

Easter Express on Wednesdays through 

March 18ð5:30 to 7:30 p.m.  

 

Wednesday Night Bible Study  at 7 p.m. 

 

Thursday Night Choir at 6:30 p.m. 

 

Pierogy Preparation ð6 to 8:30 p.m. on Fri-
days and 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. on Saturdays. 

 

Youth Group meetings Sunday from 4:30 to 
6:30 p.m. 

March 2ðLenten Service at Bridgeville  

United Methodist Churchð7 p.m. 

March 4ðSession Meeting at 7:15 p.m. 

March 7 and 8ðFlea Market for Missionð9 

a.m. to 5 p.m. Soup luncheon each day from 

11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

March 9ðTime ChangeðYouth group bowls 

at 5 p.m. Meet at the church at 4:30 p.m. 

March 9ðLenten Service at Country  

Meadowsð7 p.m. 

March 11ðICU Committee Meeting at 7:30 

p.m. 

March 15ðScrapbooking Clubð10 a.m. to 6 

p.m. 

March 18ðEaster Egg Hunt and Pan-

cake/Sausage Dinner at 6 p.m. . 

March 23ðEaster Sunday service at 10 a.m. 

A sunrise service sponsored by the Bridgeville 

Ministerial Assn. held in Melrose Cemetery at 

6:30 a.m. 

April Events  

April 1ðSession  meeting at 7:15 p.m. 

April 6ðGideon speaker during morning wor-

ship. 

Scrapbooking Club ...  

Anyone interested in scrapbooking should mark 

their calendar for the third Saturday of each month. 

Jen Strittmatter of Creative Memories will host a 

scrapbooking group from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. The 

cost is $15 per person and includes lunch.  Bring 

your scrapbooking supplies and plan to join us for 

a great time of fellowship as we archive those spe-

cial events in the lives of our family.  Scrapbooking 

supplies will be available for purchase. For addi-

tional details, call Jen at 412-220-9495. 

 

Presbyterian  

Women ...  

Presbyterian Women meet follow-

ing worship on the first Sunday of 

each month. Bring a sack lunch 

and come share a time of fellow-

ship.  The March project is making 

and delivering ñstoneò soup to our homebound 

members and friends of the congregation.  See 

Florine Rolin, PW president, for details. 

 

Youth Group ...  

Teens in grade 7 to 12 meet each Sunday from 

4:30 to 6:30 p.m. Community members are wel-

come to attend this ecumenical outreach program. 

Mark the date:  Weôll be going bowling March 9. 

Meet at the church at 4:30. Cost: $7.50 and money 

for food. 

April 12ðVuchinich Shower 

April 15ðScrapbooking group meets 10 a.m. to 5 

p.m. 

April 17ðPittsburgh Presbytery meets at Pitts-

burgh Theological Seminary 

April 22ðPrimary Election polling at Gladden. 



By BETTIE MARLOWE  

 

Published February 01, 2008 12:18 PM EDT in the 

Cleveland Daily Banner  

 
I said to the man who stood at the gate of the 
year, ñGive me a light, that I may tread safely into 
the unknown,ò and he replied, ñGo out into the 
darkness and put your hand into the hand of 
God. That shall be to you better than light and 
safer than a known way.ò 

Those words, penned by British author M. Louise 
Haskins and spoken by King George VI of 
England in his 1939 Christmas message to the 
British Empire, describe the type of faith we need 
to cope with adversity. 

ðBible Illustrator 

 
Someone asked an ex-paratrooper how many 
jumps he had made. He responded by saying, 
ñNone! I was pushed out 18 times!ò 

This is the way a lot of Christians ñstep out in 
faith.ò F.B. Meyer said, ñUnbelief puts our 
circumstance between us and God, but faith puts 
God between us and our circumstances.ò 

When Joshua and the Children of Israel was in 
the plains of Moab before crossing the Jordan 
River, God reminded them of His greatness and 
ability to ñdrive out the Caananitesò (Joshua 3) 
and at the same time enhanced the credibility of 
Joshua, who was to lead them. And if their faith 
had not been in God, their circumstances would 
certainly have dismayed them. 

Here they were on the brink of an overflowing 
river and somehow they were going to get to the 
other side. Right. They were even going to walk 
across on dry land. Right. Circumstances said, 
ñNo way.ò But God said, ñTrust me.ò 

Now that did take trust. The priests who were 
carrying the Ark of the Covenant way out front 
(about a 1,000 yards) so those three or four  

 

 

 

 

 

million people could see the way and follow, were 
told to ñstep into the water.ò Now would we have 
said, ñI will just as I soon as I see some land to 
step on?ò 

The priests didn't hesitate. Obedience to God 
through faith brought results. Circumstances 
don't phase those who are fully trusting in God. I 
don't believe those people had to be pushed to 
cross the Jordan. Can't you just see them 
rejoicing as they gathered speed in their hilarity 
to get to the other side? Wouldn't you have just 
loved to put your feet on the bottom of a river, 
knowing that God was holding up the waters so 
you wouldn't be destroyed? You do that, you 
know, every time you surrender your 
circumstances to Him. 

You know God had to open up a pretty good 
stretch of that river. He could use any method he 
chose - it was still a miracle. And it was observed 
by more than the Israelites. He made believers 
out of the enemy. And the Children of Israel 
came out on the other side. 

God has given every man a measure of faith - 
Romans 12:3 (KJV):  For I say, through the grace 
given unto me, to every man that is among you, 
not to think of himself more highly than he ought 
to think; but to think soberly, according as God 
hath dealt to every man the measure of faith. 

 Philip Yancey defines faith as: ñBelieving in 
advance in something that will only seem logical 
when seen in reverse. (I'm glad that God is not 
bound by rules of logic, aren't you?) 

 

Believing in Advance é  



Easter Express é  
Children from kindergarten through grade 5 are in-
vited to participate in a Lenten program for children 
titled Easter Express. 

 

For four Tuesdays (Feb. 26, March 4, March 11 
and March 18) a creative team from Gladden 
United Presbyterian will host an evening program 
which includes crafts, story telling, music and mo-
ments for mission.  

 

As we lead up to Holy Week, the activities will in-
clude a number of surprises. On March 18, there 
will be an Easter Egg hunt for children of all ages 
at 6 p.m. Following the Easter Egg hunt, there will 
be a pancake and sausage dinner served to chil-
dren and their parents. 

 

 

To register your child(ren), please call the church 
office at (412) 221-5594 or email  

PgeMaker@hotmail.com .  

Tuesday, March 18  

6 p.m.  

Followed by:  

 Pancake/Sausage Dinner  

Free to the Community!  

 Flea Market é 

Clean out your closet, simplify your life by 

discarding unused items!  The ICU commit-

tee will take your rejects and turn them into 

funds for mission. Storage space is available 

so bring them in soon. Then plan to stop by 

and check out our sale on March 7 and 8 

from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. You can grab a bowl of 

soup and homemade bread to warm your 

soul from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.  

 

All proceeds will benefit our mission partner-

ships with our sister church in Malawi and 

the Hands for Christ mission clinic in Chia-

pas, Mexico. 


