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Pastor O0Ss

LOWER THE DOOR
TO THE
SANCTUARY

Do you know how many times | have hit my
head going in and out of the cabin on my
houseboat this summer? A lot! | keep forgetting
| need to bend my head down in a bowed posi-
tion to clear the top of the doorframe.

When | forget to bow my head, | am quickly re-
minded and humbled by a clunk on the noggin.
| yell. I bleed. I hurt. But, I still do it again the
next time!

Some of us enter the church sanctuary in the
same manner. We treat
own private playroom. No hushed tones for our
tongues! If the organist or pianist is playing mu-

Worship at 10:30 a.m.

Be still and know that |
am God ....

and preach. Wasnot it
his disciples to fAcome
gui et placeo?

While a Buddhist teacher was lecturing his stu-
dents on a beautiful day by a bubbling brook,

a

one of his disciples
the doorway to heaven.
the quiet, bubbling b

doorway to heaven. o

The teacher could just as easily have whacked

the students on the head like my houseboat

does to me to get him to realize the art of bow-
h Ing, quietness and reverence.
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sic, why we will Just

summer and the fans are

have to talk louder I T The point is true Christianity begins when we en-
?tdtentlon across the roiar into Godds presenec
ouder.

The problem develops until we can no longer
hear Goddés voice in
ally talks in whispers. A still, calm voice speaks
to us in periods of silence as we pray, praise

our

bled by His awesomeness.

Do we have to lower the door of the sanctuary in

order for this to
happen?
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News about the Los Manos de Cristo Medical Mission in Mexico ...

Dear Partners in Missions,

Even though our family is very conscious of
being on the last leg of our current mission
journey here, God's hand is evident in so
many ways these days, and it is exciting to be
in Mexico! It is impossible not to recognize the
miracles around us, even though they've
sometimes included some powerful chal-
lenges.

We've loved having groups from Hot Metal
Bridge Faith Community in Pittsburgh, mem-
bers of the medical teams from NC, Washing-
ton, lllinois, and Virginia; and the group from
2nd Pres in Bloomington, lllinois. Together
they helped expand a church sanctuary, pro-
vide primary medical & dental care to over
4000 patients (yeah...in 10 days!), lead VBS
for amazing little boys and girls, and put the
finish flooring on 1/3 of the new medical clinic!
Amazing!!! We were also blessed by the pres-
ence of summer volunteers Derek Zanetti (Hot
Metal Bridge, Pittsburgh), Amy Newell (1st
Pres, Boone, NC), and Whitney Farrell
(ORPC, Oak Ridge, NC). We've all been
joined in the cross-cultural mission experience
by Mexican/Tzeltal brothers & sisters in Christ
working with us on every project. As always,
just being together and getting to know each
other better was a true blessing.

Las Manos de Cristo construction will be full
steam ahead in the coming months, thanks to
a strong response to the fund-raising appeal
by Hebron USA. We were able to raise
enough to get the matching grant from an indi-
vidual donor in NC and hope to have enough
to get the outpatient medical and dental ser-
vices open this fall!

Because we're in the season of back-to-back
groups, we'll have to wait to do a more in-
depth update on the blog and website, but we
still wanted to share some key prayer re-
guests. Please pray for the continued healing
of our sister in Christ from Hot Metal, Emma
Dauvis; for the family of Frank & Carolyn
(Vogel) Santostephano as they are on the
journey of cancer treatment; and for Ginny's

family who recently sent Marshall
Hollingsworth home to be with his Lord & Sav-
ior. We mourn together with our brothers in
Christ, Ladd & Noel Painter, in the loss of their
wife & mother, Donna. We're grateful to God
for the successful surgery of our brother in
Christ, Harless Wright, and welcome his return
to Mexico next week. We celebrate the contin-
ued health of our friend, Mary Wynne
Perryman from Brownson Memorial, who was
able to share in the joy of her daughter's col-
lege graduation. We celebrate the continued
recovery of Ginny's friend, Angela Smith, and
the miracle of support from BSF friend Patty
Petersen. And lastly, please pray for our part-
ner in ministry, Pastor Pablo Feliciano, and
those who love him, as he strives to manage
his diabetes effectively so that his ministry and
health can flourish in the months and years to
come.

Our family is preparing for the hard goodbyes
that will come this August as we conclude our
resident ministry here, and yet we know that
we'll be looking forward to seeing you, visiting
supporting churches, and reconnecting with
our church family in Mt. Airy as well. Please
pray for another missionary family to hear and
answer God's call to serve here, and pray for
our brother in Christ, Randy DuVall, as he pre-
pares for 5 months of service here in 2009.

As always, we thank you for being a part of
the ministry here. Las Manos de Cristo contin-
ues to rise and offer hope for the indigenous
people here, in large part because of prayers,
heavy lifting, financial support and words of
encouragement from all the partners in minis-
try here in Mexico and in the US.

Junto contigo en Cristo (Together with you in

Christ),
Ginny, John, Holly & Maggie Mills

(See Thank You Note on Page 3)



Happy BI

July Birthdays

July 1
July 2
July 5
July 7
July 10

July 11
July 17
July 21

Jean Beyer
Alan Desmet
Alys Mihok
Violet Falce
Midge Gilson
Edith Jones
Jennifer Stevens
Pastor Beth
Matthew Saunoras
Bob Spontak

é

July 24 Virginia Carasone

July 25 Mary Saunoras
July 26 Donna Lang
July 31 Rev. Jerry
August Birthdays

Aug. 1 Dana T. Bengele
Aug. 6 Merrill Chappel

Happy Birthildyod bless you! Aug. 11 Sandy Tournay
I'f your birthday I Amgo25 hedéyce Fportak’ v Fas
Aug. 26 Ray Stevens, Jr.

Dear Friends of Gladden UP

The Hebron USA Board deeply appreciates P eéac h Fe Sin Isfo(. V a

your continuing commitment to the indige- the annual Peach Festival on Saturday, August

nous people we have chosen to partner with
in Chiapas. It is exciting to see that deeds

9th from 4 to 7 p.m. Tickets are available in ad-
vance. Dinner includes: Barbeque and chicken
salad sandwiches, macaroni salad and the fea-

produced by our faith are bringing about the ture of the day: the huge delicious peach dessert

reality of Godoés

Because of the generous response to our re-
cent campaign the clinic is nearing comple-
tiond the roof is on, the windows are in and
interior work is under way this summer.

In His Service:

Penny Mussen

ki ng|d o ine deam, eakeofigsh geacghesiand whipped
cream. Other items featuring peaches include
pies, baskets of
fresh peaches
and perhaps a
few surprises.

Volunteers are
neededd let us
know if you are
available.

News You

Church Mailing Address
747 Millers Run Road

McDonald PA 15057

Contact Information : The
church phone rings into the
manse and an answering ma-
chine is available. Please call

Can Use & How t

412-221-5594 daysd pending emergen-

if you have a ciesd it might be a good
need or con- idea to call. Pastor Beth is
cern at any available in the office at
time . Office hours: 210 6 other times by appointment.

p.m. on Tuesday and 10

PgeMaker@hotmail.com.
a.m. to 2 p.m. on Thurs-



Back to School ...

Once again Mission Agencies validated by the
Mission Ministry Team of Pittsburgh Presbytery
are asking for your help in collecting back to
school supplies for the hundreds of children and
youth served by their ministries. Supplies can be
brought to the presbytery offices before August 1,
2008 where they will be sorted and given to the
mission agencies for distribution to the students
before the start of the school year.

Your generous contributions are much appreci-
ated. Please bring your donations and place them
in the narthex in the boxes provided on Sunday,
July 27.

School Supply Suggestions

Bookbags/Backpacks Pens & Pencils
Markers i Crayola Calculators
Dictionaries & Thesaurus Glue Sticks

Crayons - Crayola Colored Pencils

Scissors Binders
Notebooks Notebook paper
Assignment Calendars Folders
Rulers Erasers

Little Hut ...

The only survivor
of a shipwreck was
washed up on a
small, uninhabited
island. He prayed
feverishly for God
to rescue him.
Every day

he scanned the horizon for help, but none
seemed forthcoming. Exhausted, he eventu-
ally managed to build a little hut out of drift-
wood to protect him from the elements, and to
store his few possessions.

One day, after scavenging for food, he arrived
home to find his little hut in flames, with
smoke rolling up to the sky. He felt the

worst had happened, and everything was lost.
He was stunned with disbelief, grief, and an-
ger. He cried out, 'God! How could you do this
to me?'

Early the next day, he was awakened by the
sound of a ship approaching the island! It had
come to rescue him! 'How did you know | was
here?' asked the weary man of his rescuers.

We saw your smoke signal, they replied.

The Moral of This Story:

It's easy to get discouraged when things are
going bad, but we shouldn't lose heart, be-
cause God is at work in our lives, even in the
midst of our pain and suffering. Remember
that the next time your little hut seems to be
burning to the ground. It just may be a smoke
signal that summons the Grace of God.

d & Thanks to Patti Collins



Calendar of Events:

July 6 8 Communion
Service.

July 13 & Kickoff dinner
for VBS workers, Crest-
field Staff and members
of Carnegie Presbyte-
rian Church. 6 p.m.

July 14 -17 8 Camp Crestfield VBS here at
Gladden from 6 to 8:45 p.m. Monday to
Thursday. Invite your friends and neighbors to
bring their childrend Classes are available for
children age three through Grade 6.

August 7 -99 Berean Choral Workshop

August 9 o
Peach Festival

August 12 &
Session meeting
at 7:15 p.m

Wherever you roam this summer, take time to
find a place to worship. Rather than simply re-
treating, why not make it a time of Sabbath rest.
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August 3 as Rev. Jo Ramsey will
be returning to Gladden UP as
guest minister while Pastor

Beth and Pastor Jerry go on tour
with the Jersey Surf Drum and
Bugle Corps and attend family
reunions.




