
   

 O sing to the LORD a new song; sing to 
the LORD, all the earth.  2 Sing to the 
LORD, bless his name; tell of his salvation 
from day to day. ~Psalm 96:1-2   

 

There is no doubt that one of the favorite parts 
of worship is hearing the beautiful music that 
comes from our organ, our choir, and our very 
own mouths.  This is probably one of the most 
exciting parts of September for me.  Rally Day, 
September 21, marks the return of Sunday 
School for adults and children and of course, 
the return of the choir to our worship.   

 

We look at that empty choir loft all summer 
waiting for the return of the faithful  leading us 
in song.  I recently read an article by Judy 
Hockenberry which described the importance of 
song in an article.  Her words spoke to me and 
my experience of music and I thought this 
month I would share them with you. She writes: 

 

For many of us, singing is our first memory of 
church. From the young childôs rhyming finger 
play, ñHere is the church; here is the steeple; 
open the doors and see all the people,ò to 
ñJesus Loves the Little Children,ò we begin to 
build our earliest understandings of God and 
our place in Godôs kingdom. The simple, repeti-
tive words and the pleasant tunes instill in us a 
sense of security, confidence, and joy until we 
indeed know deep our hearts that Jesus loves 
us. 

As youth and young adults, songs sung with 
simple guitar chords around a campfire reinforce 
our faith. ñMichael, Row Your Boat Ashoreò and 
ñPass It On,ò as well as more contemporary 
songs like ñOur God Is an Awesome Godò or 
ñThe Trees of the Field,ò work to connect what 
we have learned about God in our heads to what 
we feel about God in our hearts. 

 

Most adults expect to sing almost every stanza 
of three hymns in traditional Presbyterian wor-
ship. For many generations the education hour 
prior to Sunday worship was opened with a gath-
ering that included a joyful hymn sing. It was 
easy to find at least one piano player in any 
church gathering, and there was nothing like 
gathering around the piano and singing favorite 
hymns to open up any Bible study or fellowship 
time. 

 

The importance of song in the expression of faith 
is nothing new. Miriam, Mosesô sister, sings of 
wonder and praise when the Israelites cross the 
Red Sea. Hannah sings of Godôs amazing good-
ness when she learns that she at last is preg-
nant. King David plays instruments and sings to 
God from his throne. Mary gives voice to Godôs 
glory in what we know as the ñMagnificatò when 
she learns that she has been chosen from all 
women to bear the Son of God.  

 

(Continued on page 2) ...  
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Music is a significant part of faith formation. It 
helps us put sound and feeling to those things 
we are learning about God. There are adults in 
worship today who know the name of Jesusô 
disciples because they learned the song ñThere 
Were Twelve Disciplesò when they were young. 
There are youth who are growing into a per-
sonal relationship with Jesus Christ that they 
learned through the words of ñJesus Loves 
Me.ò There are very old men and women who 
may have a hard time remembering the name 
of their adult children, but who can still sing 
every line of ñAmazing Grace.ò 

 

As Fred Pratt Green writes in the hymn ñWhen 
In Our Music God is Glorifiedò, ñLet every in-
strument be tuned for praise! Let all rejoice 
who have a voice to raise! And may God give 
us faith to sing always: Alleluia!ò 

 

I encourage you to join us on a regular basis.. 
Make attending church as important as brush-
ing your teeth every day. We were made to 
worship God, and itôs a promise that the other 
six days of the week will go smoother when 
you take the time to enter Godôs house each 
Sunday for worship and fellowship and giving 
voice to your faith through your singing. 

Malawi Partnership Update:  
Earlier in the year, we were approved for a sis-
ter church through the partnership between the 
Pittsburgh Presbytery and the Blantyre Synod of 
Malawi.  

 

On September 20, we will welcome Steven 

Ngwata to our congregation for a four-day visit. 

Steven is an elder from St. Paul CCAP and the 

chairperson of the evangelism committee. He is 

married to Modesta and together they have six 

children: Mathinda, Edina, Suzyika, Pachalo, 

Thokozire and Chawezi. 

 

Steven is an assistant sheriff who enjoys Bible 

reading, choir singing and watching soccer. 

 

He comes to us with the hope of exchanging 

and promoting the good news of our Saviour 

and Lord as we seek to improve our spiritual life 

and shares that Isaiah 59:1-3 is his favorite 

scripture passage. 

 

The following is an abbreviated schedule of 

events during his time in the United States: 

 

September 19   10 a.m.  Meeting at the  

   Airport 

September 20  5 p.m. Dinner at Bethany  
   Presbyterian     

Steven arrives at the manse following dinner 

September 21  Rally Day and Luncheon  

September 22  7 p.m. Fall Meeting of the 
   Malawi Partnership  

September 23  Visit in Community 

   Dinner with ICU Committee 

September 24  9 a.m. Transport to East  
   Liberty Presbyterian 

October 2   Depart for Malawi at Airport 

 

Additional information is posted on the bulletin 
board in the Narthex. 

 

Malawi is known for its warm heart of hospitality 
to visitors. Please plan to join in this celebration 
as we welcome Steven to Gladden UP. 

 

If you are interested in hosting Steven for a 
lunch on Monday or Tuesday please contact 
Pastor Beth. We also need people to travel with 
Pastor Beth to greet Steven at the airport and 
we are welcome to attend any of the presbytery 
events, including the dinner at Bethany Presby-
terian.  
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September  Birthdays  

Sept. 2 Philip Carter 

Sept. 8 Eileen Urcini 

Sept. 15     Michael Saunoras 

Sept. 18 Robin Mehok 

Sept. 20       Ray Stevens, Sr. 

Sept. 22 John Barrett, Jr. 

Sept. 27     Robin Hart Taffee 

 

 

October  Birthdays  

Oct. 3  Kathy Saussol 

Oct. 6  Beau Johnson 

Oct. 8  Lisbeth Mihok 

  Jim Metsger 

Oct. 9  Dolores Sundy 

  Jimmy Barrett 

Oct. 11 Mamie Brown 

Oct. 21 Susan McAndrew 

Oct. 22 David Cole 

412-221-5594 

if you have a 

need or con-

cern at any 

time . Office hours will be 2 

to 6 p.m. on Tuesday and 

10 a.m. to 2 p.m. on Thurs-

Church Mailing Address :  
747 Millers Run Road 

McDonald PA 15057 

Contact Information : The 

church phone rings into the 

manse and an answering ma-

chine is available. Please call 

daysðpending emergen-

ciesðit might be a good 

idea to call. Pastor Beth is 

available in the office at 

other times by appointment.  

PgeMaker@hotmail.com. 

News You Can Use é How to contact Pastor Beth 

Happy BirthdayñGod bless you! 
If your birthday isnõt here, notify Pastor Beth 

Happy Birthday é  

 

Join us as we resume our Thursday night 

choir rehearsals. This is an excellent      op-

portunity to share fellowship, endulge yourself 

with a musical immersion and worship God in 

song. The choir meets each Thursday from 

6:30 to 7:45 p.m. under the direction of 

Rayma Chappel. Music is vital to our Sunday 

worship services. See Rayma if you have an 

interest! 

Trustee Report:  
Hereôs a brief summary of activities: 

Handrail installed on library (bell) steps. 

Fellowship hall floors buffed and brought to a 
shine. 

Air conditioner repaired at the church. 

Water problem corrected at the manse. 

Estimates being gathered for replacing the 
water fountain in the fellowship hall. 

Two Sunday School classrooms prepared for    
carpet installation. 

Church signs installed at the intersection of 
Route 50 and I-79 and Route 50 and Millers 
Run Road. 

Preparation made to paint and decorate the 
childrenôs worship area. 

Carpet selected for front porch area 
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Children in Worship ...  
Mark your calendars for September 21 as we 

kick-off a morning worship experience for chil-

dren ages 3 through fifth grade. The Children 

in Worship program takes place during the 

10:30 to 11:30 a.m. worship hour.  

The program is a way that both you and your 

children can grow in love for God and for one 

another. The key to this approach is 

a worship context for telling and 

working with biblical stories, instead 

of a school environment. It uses a 

sensorimotor style of storytelling as 

a primary means for encountering 

God, so God is experienced, not 

just learned about. 

 

Each week our children will enter a 

unique worship space which trans-

forms ordinary time and space into 

sacred time and space. The experi-

ence of God becomes one of mys-

tery, awe, and wonder.... 

 

Tucked in on a country road is a lit-

tle church where children and their 

worship leader meet each Sunday. 

They have turned a small room into 

a special place to be with God. 

Along each wall are low book-

shelves. On those shelves are in-

triguing gold parable boxes and 

smooth wooden biblical figures wait-

ing to come to life in the hands of 

young story tellers. There are cray-

ons and markers, paints and paper, 

scissors and paste, all neatly ar-

ranged..... 

 

Join us on Sunday, Sept. 21 and prepare to 

ñfeastò on Godôs word as we join together to 

teach the next generation the life and rhythms 

of the church in an effort to move our attention 

from ourselves and our world to God..... 

You wonôt want to miss it ... We promise! 
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September 2ðSession meeting at 7:15 p.m. 

September 6ðMalawi Orientation at 9 a.m. Mt. 

Pisgah Presbyterian Church in Greentree. 

September 10ðBible study resumes each 

Wednesday at 7 p.m. 

September 11ð10 a.m. worship service at  

   Goodwill Villa 

September 14ðPastor Jerry preaching 

September 18ðPresbytery meeting at Crest-

field. 

September 19ðMalawi group arrives  

September 20ð5 p.m. dinner at Bethany   

September 21ðRally Day 

September 25 -26ðLeadership Training at 

Camp Crestfield 

Calendar é Fall Schedule . . . Make time to focus on God! 

October 5ðWorld Communion Sunday and col-

lection of Peacemaking Offering 

October 7ðSession meeting at 7:15 p.m. 

October 13 -15ðWee Kirk Conference 

October 16ð1 p.m. Presbytery Meeting at Fox 

Chapel 

October 26ð Around the Fire from 6 to 9 p.m. 

 

We are working to compile a list of our home-

bound members and friends. If you have infor-

mation to contribute, please contact Joyce Jobe 

at 412-319-7219 

 

This list will be used to encourage cards, visits, 

communion and pastoral care. 

 

Many of these individuals were faithful partici-

pants in our worship services until health prob-

lems limited their activities and just a note or a 

call will brighten their day. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Your Gifts Make a Difference!  

 

Please give generously  

To the 

Peacemaking Offering  


