
   

An old hymn begins with these lines: 
 
When upon life's billows You are tempest 
tossed, When you are discouraged Thinking 
all is lost, Count your many blessings Name 
them one by one, And it will surprise you 
What the Lord hath done.  
 
Count your blessings Name them one by 
one. Count your blessings See what God 
hath done .  
 
This song reminds us to give thanks in the 
midst of lifeôs storms.  Odd, isnôt it, to be giving 
thanks when things are going badly?  Yet, 
these are the same sentiments expressed by 
the apostle Paul who wrote, ñ 
 
I know what it is to be in need, and I know what 
it is to have plenty. I have learned the secret of 
being content in any and every situation, 
whether well fed or hungry, whether living in 
plenty or in want. I can do everything through 
him who gives me strength.  

--Philippians 4:12 -13 

 
We are those strange people who believe in 
light when darkness surrounds us, we have 
hope when everything points to despair, we 
sing songs of joy in the face of death and we 
give thanks in the midst of lifeôs storms. 
 

How can we do this?  By the power of Godôs 
Holy Spirit in us, around us, holding us, encour-
aging us. Only by the power of Godôs Spirit. 
 
I encourage you this November to keep a Jour-
nal of Blessingséevery day, whatever your cir-
cumstance, give thanks to God.  A slow driver in 
front of you?  Give thanks to God.  Burdened by 
financial debt?  Give thanks to God!  Battling 
physical illness, emotional brokenness?  Give 
thanks to God!  Write down your blessings; re-
cord your words of gratitude.  Keep your hearts 
and minds in an attitude of thanksgiving and 
praise. 
 
Keep these additional words from Paul in 
mind:  Be joyful always, pray continually; give 
thanks in all circumstances, for this is God's will 
for you in Christ Jesus.   
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How to stay safe in 

the world today ... 

1. Avoid riding in automobiles because they are 
responsible for 20% of all fatal accidents. 

2. Do not stay home because 17% of all acci-
dents occur in the home. 

3. Avoid walking on streets or sidewalks be-
cause 14% of all accidents occur to pedestri-
ans. 

4. Avoid traveling by air, rail, or water because 
16% of all accidents involve these forms of 
transportation. 

5. Of the remaining 33%, 32% of all deaths oc-
cur in hospitals. Above all else, avoid hospitals. 

 

You will be pleased to learn that only .001% of 
all deaths occur in worship services in church, 
and these are usually related to previous physi-
cal disorders. 

 

Therefore, logic tells us that the safest place for 
you to be at any given point in time is at 
church! 

 

Bible study is safe too. The percentage of 
deaths during Bible study is even less. 

 

FOR SAFETY'S SAKE - Attend church and  

Bible study today. 

 

IT COULD SAVE YOUR LIFE!  

Trustee  

Report:  
Hereôs a brief summary of 
activities: 

 

¶ Two Sunday School 
classrooms were 
renovated in prepara-
tion for the Children in 
worship program. 

¶ Upcoming work pro-
jects: water fountain, 
completion of the 
sound system project, 
preparation for winter 
and completion of the 
teen room upstairs. 

¶ A joint meeting of ses-

sion and trustees is 
scheduled Nov. 11. A pri-
oritized list of projects for 
2009 will be compiled and 
approved by session as 
part of the 2009 Budget 
presented to the congre-
gation at the annual con-
gregational meeting in 
January. 

 

If you have suggestions 
for areas needing work 
around the church, please 
give those ideas to the 
chairperson of your com-
mittee, to Joyce Jobe, the 
clerk of session, or to 
Pastor Beth. 

 

Join us on Wednesday evenings at 7 p.m. in 

the church library for a special time of  

reflection as we prepare our hearts for the 

coming of the Christ Child.  

Begins Dec. 3 and lasts three weeks.  
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November  Birthdays  

Nov. 1  Katie Galicic 

Nov. 2  Shelby Griffith 

Nov. 3  Jane Degory 

  Bill Collins 

Nov. 4  Rayma Chappel 

Nov. 9  Beverly Smida 

Nov. 11         Mildred Morgan 

Nov. 14 John Barrett, Sr 

  Julia Lopata 

Nov. 15 Ronnie Michel 

Nov. 16 Kevin Beyer 

Nov. 17         Shirley Isiminger 

Nov. 18 Sharon Schidek 

Nov. 24 Lisa Barrett 

Nov. 25 Betty Zaney 

Nov. 26 Albert Saussol 

Nov. 27 Toots Kelley 

Nov. 30 Linsey Stewart 

December Birthdays  

Dec.1  Patrick Martino 

Dec. 8  Melinda Michel 

Dec. 20 Patti Collins 

Dec. 22 John Degory 

Dec. 23 Jim Stewart 

  Todd Mehok 

Dec. 25 Collin Griffith 

Dec. 26 Karen Beyer 

Dec. 27 Jane Hutchison 

  Carol Cain 

Dec. 29 Dorothy McCoy 

Dec. 31 Catherine Hittner 

 

412-221-5594 

if you have a 

need or con-

cern at any 

time . Office hours will be 2 

to 6 p.m. on Tuesday and 

10 a.m. to 2 p.m. on Thurs-

Church Mailing Address :  
747 Millers Run Road 

McDonald PA 15057 

Contact Information : The 

church phone rings into the 

manse and an answering ma-

chine is available. Please call 

daysðpending emergen-

ciesðit might be a good 

idea to call. Pastor Beth is 

available in the office at 

other times by appointment.  

PgeMaker@hotmail.com. 
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Happy Birthday é  

Join the choir as they begin rehearsing for 

the Christmas season. There is no better 

time to commit yourself to praise and wor-

ship as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 

Christ.  The choir meets each Thursday 

from 6:30 to 7:45 p.m. under the direction of 

Rayma Chappel. Music is vital to our Sun-

day worship services. See Rayma if you 

have an interest! If you canôt attend rehears-

als, we have rehearsal tapes for the Christ-

mas Eve music. 

Bridgeville Community 

Thanksgiving Dinner  

The Bridgeville Ministerium will host its third  

annual Thanksgiving Celebration on Sunday,  

November 23 from 4 to 6 p.m. at Bethany Presby-

terian. Churches in the area are asked to contrib-

ute pies and volunteers for the event. There will be 

several shifts available including set-up, serving 

and clean-up activities. Invitations are extended to 

anyone in the community wishing to join together 

to thank God for his many blessings. Some trans-

portation will be provided.  

Additional details will be printed in the bulletin and 

sign-up sheets will be circulated. 


