
In his Insight for Today devotion recently, 
Chuck Swindoll told a story : 

 
One of my mentors used to make me smile 
when he explained why a football game re-
minded him of most churches: "Down on the 
field are 22 people playing their hearts out, who 
are desperately in need of rest . . . and they're 
surrounded by thousands of spectators doing 
nothing but watching, who are desperately in 
need of exercise!" 

 
Like most humor, it's funny because we see the 
truth in it. 

 
Folks, Christianity is not a spectator sport. We 
love the fact that 1 Peter 2 says that we are all 
priests, meaning that we all have direct access 
to God. But being a priest means that we have 
duties to perform to fulfill that office. We are all 
called to be ministers, exercising the gifts He 
gave us for the advancement of His kingdom. 

 

During this season of Lent, listen for Godôs 
voice to direct you in a path of active ministry so 
that our light might shine within and without as 
a reflection of Godôs love for the world. 

 

There are many areas of ministry: card and let-
ter writing, prayer, worship service participation, 
Bible Study, childrenôs programming, hospital 
and home visitation, phone calls. Be creative! 

 

I am encouraging each of you to consider your 
time commitment to the Kingdomðnot to church 
maintenance but to Godôs work in the world. 

 

Letôs work to make Groupôs vision a reality so 
that we can have 80 percent of our congregation 
involved in ministry not by 2020 but by 2010. 

 

To encourage you and to watch our progress, 
we will be creating a bulletin board display which 
recognizes people who are ñcaughtò doing minis-
try. Youôll want to participate and give glory to 
God for the talents He gives His people and the 
difference it makes in our lives. 

 

Watch for more details. 
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Group's church leadership unit has a vision 
of 80/20 by 2020. They want to flip the 80/20 
rule so that eighty percent of regular church 
attendees are actively serving in some minis-
try. Unfortunately, their State of the Church 
'09 study indicated that currently it's more 
like fifteen percent of the people who are ac-
tive in ministry right now.  

Why do you think that is?  

http://www.group.com/church09/
http://www.group.com/church09/


Pierogies é 

The Studda Bubba Pierogie Crew will 
sell Gladden's famous pierogies on the 
following dates: 

 

Fridays from 10 a.m. to Noon and 5 to 
7 p.m. on Mar. 6, 13, 20, 27 and April 3 
and 10th. (Frozen only) 

 

Saturdays from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. - Mar. 
7, 14, 21, 28, April 4 and 11. Fresh 
pierogies available from noon to 2 p.m. 

 

During the Flea MarketðMar. 6 and 7 

 

Potato and Cheese and Potato, 
Cheese and Jalapeno pierogies with 
butter and onions are available for $7/
dozen. To place your order, call 412-
221-5594 or 412-257-0922 - leave a 
message if no answer and someone 
will return your call.  

Women's Retreat  

at Camp Crestfield!  

Ladies, it is time to retreat together! In 

the hustle and bustle of our every day 

lives, everyone needs a chance to 

leave the stresses at home and recon-

nect with Christ and one another. 

Crestfield invites you to come away 

with other women to talk, study, play, 

rest, worship and laugh together on 

April 17-19. We promise to send you 

home feeling refreshed and rejuve-

nated. Our retreat leaders are Carmen 

Cox Harwell and DeNeice Welch. Cost 

$100/person. We already have four 

signed up. For more information:  

www.crestfield.net/women.s_retreat.htm 

PERHAPS you've had 
an unusually difficult 
day.  Maybe your entire 
day has been upside 
down.  Skipping choir 
rehearsal would not be 
so terrible.  "After all, if 
the director knew of my 
predicament he would 
certainly understand" 
you rationalize. 
 
THEN something hap-
pens.  You begin to have 
mental reflections of the 
many times you have 
been lifted to spiritual 
heights through your 
choir ministry.  You 
catch mental glimpses of the sometimes beaming, some-
times moist-eyed members of your church family as they 
were spiritually moved through the ministry of the choir - a 
ministry which has been successful in part because of 
you. 
 
BEFORE YOU know it, you find yourself pulling together 
the loose ends as best you can, throw yourself together, 
brave the traffic, and find yourself at choir rehearsal.  You 
begin transforming sixteenth notes, eighth notes, quarter 
notes, half notes, and whole notes, along with a reason-
able quality of tone and intelligible diction into a personal 
worship experience. 
 
WHY DID YOU find yourself enjoying something which 
earlier you had thought of skipping? 
 
PERHAPS part of the answer is the fact that you know 
your church choir is a body of people united for the pur-
pose of praising and thanking the Lord.  You decided that 
in no way were you going to lessen the effectiveness of 
the musical praise and thanks to the LORD.......especially 
since He does so very much for you. 

 

(Written by Roger Wayne Hicks, Pastor Bethôs uncle as 
part of his soon to be released book:  Adventures in Music 
Ministry). 

Adventure in Music Ministry  ...  



Happy Birthday to those celebrating in March and Aprilé  
March Birthdays  

March 1  Debi Stewart 

  Austin Lemley 

March 2  Kari Grant 

  Amber Betarie 

March 6  Zack Adams         
         Sandy Klemencic 

March 9  Dave Galicic 

March 14  Rita Hart 

March 21  Jamie Schidek 

March 22  Peg Klein 

March 24  Bonnie  
  Katruska 

March 28  Jennifer  
  Chadish 

March 30  Brenda Bertus 

April Birthdays  

April 3  Joyce Jobe 

April 6  Alyssa Betarie 

April 8  Jeremy Chadish 

April 9  Leanna Chadish 

April 12  Jane Mitchell 

April 20  Shirley Livesay 

April 22  Debbie Keehn 

April 25  Jan Johnson 

  Mike McAndrew 

April 26  Ashley Isiminger 

April 27  Stacy Saussol 

  Alan Desmet, Sr. 

412-221-5594 

if you have a 

need or con-

cern at any 

time . Office hours will be 2 

to 6 p.m. on Tuesday and 

10 a.m. to 2 p.m. on Thurs-

Church Mailing Address :  
747 Millers Run Road 

McDonald PA 15057 

Contact Information : The 

church phone rings into the 

manse and an answering ma-

chine is available. Please call 

daysðpending emergen-

ciesðit might be a good 

idea to call. Pastor Beth is 

available in the office at 

other times by appointment.  

PgeMaker@hotmail.com. 

News You Can Use é How to contact Pastor Beth 

We welcome all of those who have been visiting with 

our congregation. Your presence is a valuable part of 

lives. 

 

We particularly want to welcome Peg Klein who offi-

cially joined the church on Sunday, Jan. 18th during 

morning worship. 



As we look at the state the world faced sixty 
years ago, the state that first called our 
churches to join together in One Great Hour of 
Sharing, and at what we face today as we ap-
proach this offeringôs sixtieth anniversary, we 
see many troubling parallels. Now as then, far 
too many of our brothers and sisters are trying 
to recover from the devastation of war, a devas-
tation multiplied many times beyond what some 
of our own families have suffered. This year as 
then, many economies are shattered, bringing 
those in poverty and hunger to the point where 
their very survival is at stake. Unlike sixty years 
ago, these needs reach deeply into our own 
towns and cities. We can no longer stand above 
the pain of the world, imagining that those stuck 
in the suffering below are somehow different 

from us. We know all too 
well that in a smaller 
and smaller world, the 
suffering of one family 
quickly spreads to all. 

Yet this yearôs offering 
themeðWhere is your 
treasure?ð points to the 
eternal saving truth that 
enabled us to respond 
with amazing generosity then, and which still 
holds firm today: it is not by relying on human 
structures that we can find lifeôs deepest treas-
ure, but by opening ourselves to the abundance 
of Godôs love, flowing through us and overflow-
ing beyond us. 

 

One Great Hour of Sharing ... April 5th  



What is Maundy Thursday, the Thursday of Holy 

Week all about? The word ñMaundyò is a shortened 

version of the Latin word mandatum, which means 

commandment.  

 

At the Last Supper, Jesus gave his friends a new 

commandment. He told the disciples, ñI give you a 

new commandment, that you love one another. 

Just as I have loved you, you also should love one 

anotherò (John 13:34, NRSV).  

 

As Christians gather to eat and share Holy  

Communion on Maundy Thursday, we should 

make a special effort to exhibit our love and re-

spect for one another. Let us seek out people 

whom we donôt naturally have affection for and ex-

press our wish that the living Christ may dwell in 

them and bless them.  

 

Calendar of Events:  
Weekly Events : 

Easter Express on Tuesday from 6 to 8 p.m. 

 

Tuesday afternoon Bible Study at 2 p.m. 

 

Choir practice on Saturdays at 10 a.m. 

 

Pierogy Preparation ð9 a.m. to 2 p.m. each 
Saturday 

 

Monthly Meetings:  

1st Tuesday:  Session meets at 7:15 p.m. 

2nd Tuesday: Trustees meet at 7:15 p.m. 

3rd Tuesday:  Mission & Outreach at 7:30 
p.m. 

 

March Events  

Easter Express on Tuesdays from 6 to 8 
p.m. 

March 6 and 7ðFlea Market for Missionð9 

a.m. to 5 p.m. on Friday and 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

on Saturday. Soup and sandwich luncheon 

each day from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

March 8ðSara Carterôs Wedding Shower 

March 22ðBattle of the Praise Bands at 

Hampton Presbyterian Church. See Pastor 

Beth for details. Cost $10/person which in-

cludes pizza dinner 

April Events  

April 5 ðPalm Sunday ðOne Great Hour of 

Sharing Offering Collection  

April 9 ðMaundy Thursday fish dinner and 

communion at 6:30 p.m. 

April 12ðEaster Sunday Celebration 

April 16ðPresbytery Meeting at Pittsburgh 

Theological Seminary 

. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Church in Prayer  
By Judi Slater, Associate Pastor for Smaller Congregations  

In Pittsburgh Presbytery  

òFor I know the plans I have for you, says the Lord, plans for 

welfare and not for evil,  

to give you a future and a hope.ó (Jeremiah 29:11) 

 

òIf you can just get a church to pray, 

things will happen.ó   
 

This statement was made to me by Martha 
Grace Reese, author of the books on 
evangelism in mainline denominations; 
Unbinding the Gospel, Unbinding Your Heart, 
Unbinding Your Church. (Book available in the 
church library). 

 

That started me thinking about the ministry at 
First, Duquesne, the church I have served as 
their pastor for the past 16 years.  We have done 
some exciting ministry over the years and God 
has done some amazing things among us, but 
we have never as a whole church made a 
commitment to pray.  When I presented this to 
the session, it was decided that for the forty days 
of Lent the congregation would be asked to do a 
daily devotion and pray.  We are asking 
everyone; adults, children, youth, shut-ins (if 
able) to pray during the 40 days of Lent.  Various 
devotional materials are available for adults to 
choose from and age appropriate devotional 
material is available for children and teens.  In 
addition to a general encouragement for 
everyone to read a daily devotion and pray, the 
congregation has been given a short, common 
prayer that we will all pray daily: 

 

God, I love you, thank you for loving me.  
Help me to receive all of the blessings you 
seek to pour out on me.  Help my church 
family receive all of the blessings you seek to 
pour out on us that we may truly be your 
people in this place at this time.  May your 
blessings overflow in us that we may be 
blessings in your name to others in our 
families, with our friends and neighbors, and  

 in our community.  In Jesus name I pray.  
Amen.   

 

We are also planning a dinner for people to 
come and talk about what they are experiencing 
in these 40 days of prayer.  We will also invite 
people to give a short testimony in worship about 
what God is doing in their lives through prayer. 

 

 

Has your whole congregation ever made a 
commitment to pray?  Maybe Lent would be a 
good time for your congregation to consider this.  
Imagine what God could do with a whole 
congregation praying.  Lives could be changed, 
ministry transformed, others reached. 

 

In this exert from Unbinding the Gospel by 
Martha Grace Reese (pg 54, 55) she reminds us 
of the power of praying together. 

 

ñIn Matthew 18, Jesus tells his disciples, 
ñWhatever you bind on earth will be bound in 
heavenò (Mt. 18:18).  We are also given the 
power to untie or unbind things.  As Disciples of 
Christ, we have the power to affect great things.  
In the scripture, Jesus then says, ñIf two of you 
agree on earth about anything you ask, it will be 
done for you by my Father in heaven.ò  (Mt. 
18:19) 

 

 My friend Don Schutt is certain Jesus 
could make this promise because itôs so hard to 
get two or three people to agree about 
anything!  Don says, more seriously, that this 
mysterious passage means that if we try to 
discern the deep realities of a situation so that 
we can pray about it together, in sync with Godôs 
will, that it enables God to use our prayer to 
accomplish Godôs desires.  If we will think about 
a situation, pray to understand it, talk together 
and pray in agreement of the understanding the 
Spirit has given us, our prayer will be Christôs 
prayer. . . 

(Continued on page 7)  

  

 

Small Congregations with Big Missions ... 



Easter Express é  
Children from kindergarten through grade 5 are in-
vited to participate in a Lenten program for children 
titled Easter Express. 

 

Each Tuesday from 6 to 8 p.m. a creative team 
from Gladden United Presbyterian will host an eve-
ning program which includes crafts, story telling, 
music and moments for mission.  

 

As we lead up to Holy Week, the activities will in-
clude a number of surprises. On March 31, there 
will be an Easter Egg hunt for children of all ages 
at 6 p.m. Following the Easter Egg hunt, there will 
be a pancake and sausage dinner served to chil-
dren and their parents. 

 

 

To register your child(ren), please call the church 
office at (412) 221-5594 or email  

PgeMaker@hotmail.com .  

Tuesday, March 31  

6 p.m.  

Followed by:  

 Pancake/Sausage Dinner  

Free to the Community!  

 Flea Market é 

Clean out your closet, simplify your life by 

discarding unused items!  The ICU commit-

tee will take your rejects and turn them into 

funds for mission. Storage space is available 

so bring them in soon. Then plan to stop by 

and check out our sale on March 6 from 9 

a.m. to 5 p.m.  And  March 7 from 9 a.m. to3  

p.m. All donations will be half price begin-

ning at 1 p.m. You can grab a bowl of soup 

and a sandwich to warm your soul from 11 

a.m. to 1 p.m.  

Small Church é 

(Continued from page 6)  

Many of the dear churches we love are 
inflexible.  Many churches are tied into knots 
of self-involvement or old habit.  Most of us 
are fairly knotted up as people.  Weôre anx-
ious, worried, stewing, angry or afraid.  The 
Gospel is about freedom in Christ.  Think of all 
the strands that tie us up ï death, sin, fear, 
anger, addictions, nasty gossiping, fussy tedi-
ousness, age-old resentments, and self-
involvement!  The Gospel, the Good News, is 
about freedom in Christ.  It is about knots be-
ing untied, ropes loosened, ties unbound. 

  

Every one of us is too narrow in our un-
derstanding.  We donôt want upsets in our 
lives, or changes in our habits, or threats to 
our opinions.  Shifting from Shredded Wheat 
Ê to oatmeal exhausts me on a bad day! Tell-
ing God itôs okay to change an institution I 
lean into for my stability (like my church) is 
really scary.  But we need to do it.  Many 
churches are slowing down because they are 
running on our human steam. . . 

 

 Do you dare risk agreeing with some 

others in your church to pray together and see 

what God can do?  Do you dare not risk it?ò  


