
   

 

Pastor Called to Stay .... 
 

On Sunday, May 3, 2009 the congregation here 
at  Gladden called me as their installed pastor. 
This is a change from the designated pastoral 
relationship which began in Oct. 2006. 

 

What does that really mean? In same ways, not 
much will be different, but it is significant that 
we feel God has called us to a new place and it 
seemed right to confirm that good things are 
happening here at Gladden UP. 

 

The service of installation is scheduled during 
morning worship on Sun-
day, June 14th. The Rev. 
Kay Day will deliver the 
morning message.  Please 
plan to join the celebration. 
There will be a covered dish 
dinner immediately following 
worship with the church pro-
viding chicken, drinks and 
tableware. 

 

We truly are blessed in our 
ministry here at Gladden, 
and we hope to watch the 
tree planted in the front yard 
of the manse grow and ma-
ture as a reminder that we 

are also called to grow and mature in our rela-
tionship with Christ. 

 

The summer months will be full of activitiesðno 
summer slack time. We also know this is a time 
for relaxation and a chance to take a break from 
the normal routines of our lives. I encourage you 
to take a sabbatical restðmeaning you take the 
time to intentionally reflect on how your Christian 
walk interacts with your daily walk. 

 

Do you find yourself thinking one way on Sunday 
but placing those thoughts on hold during the 
remainder of the week? Are you stressed out 
and feeling boxed in? 

 

Perhaps the two are con-
nected. As a church we are 
starting a new walk together, 
and itôs the perfect time to 
reflect on how we use our 
time, talents and resourcesð
and NO that is not a plea for 
church workers. It is a plea 
that we take stock of our pri-
orities so that we donôt wake 
up tired and grumpy another 
day, but instead take time 
every day to reflect on how 
God wants us to spend our 
precious energy. Maybe itôs 
time to give ourselves a 
break and reconnect with the 
source of life. 
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As part of session's on-going organizational 

work and training, a memorial contribution pol-

icy for donations and recognition has been es-

tablished. 

Memorial Gift Policy for  

Gladden United Presbyterian Church. 

 The Church acknowledges with thanks the gen-

erous gifts it receives which enhance its life and 

work. This generous giving is received by the 

church in many ways, through offering, dona-

tions, bequests and the giving of memorial gifts. 

With all these ways of giving there are appropri-

ate responses from the church towards the 

giver and this policy is written to assist both the 

church in its response to, and the giver in their 

consideration of, gifts that are given to the 

church by groups or individuals in memory of 

their families and friends.  

 

Any expression of interest in the giving of a me-

morial gift of any kind for any amount to 

the church should be received by the 

Session, outlining the intention and 

thoughts of the giver.  If no specific re-

quest or designation is noted, the dona-

tion will be placed in the general fund 

and a thank you letter will be sent by the 

Clerk of Session or the clerk's designee. 

 

Any specific expression should be responded to 

by the Session via the Clerk thanking the 

giver for their offer and outlining the 

church's policy towards such gifts. 

 

The church should have an official gift register. 

It should be the first request of the 

church to the giver, seeing our work is 

primarily about people, that the gift be 

given to the church by way of a finan-

cial offering either for general work or 

for a specific need within our church 

life as identified by Session . The in-

tention of this is that the church should 

be more inclined to receive gifts for its 

life, mission and worship rather than an 

artifact such as a window, flower stand, 

etc.  

 

 If the giver wishes to contribute to some spe-

cific work or need then this would be ar-

rived at through discussion.  Any Memo-

rial gift given, either for general work or 

for a specific need, would be noted in the 

gift register. The church should note that 

if a giver requests to give a specific gift, 

eg. a stained glass windowé  that the 

Session is not obliged to accept the offer.  

If the Session does accept the offeré  all 

costs associated with the purchase/

placement are met by the giver.   

all design and style consideration must 

be given approval by the Session 

 

All gifts should be noted in the gift register and 

not on the objects themselves.  

 

 The church has the continual right to relocate 

and dispose of any gifts given and that 

this is accepted by the giver upon the of-

fer of any gift, however the giver has the 

right to expect that their gift will continue 

to be noted in the gift register.  

Notes from Session é  
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May Birthdays 

May 7  Cody Stewart 

May 15 Dave Tournay 

May 16 Florine Rolin 

May 17 Larry Stewart 

May 18  Rose Norcia 

May 22 Michelle Zaney 

May 23 Bill Morgan 

  Patty Stevens 

          Michael Katruska 

May 25 Dorothy Collins 

May 29 Sara Carter 

June Birthdays 

June 1 Jim Coleman 

June 3         Laurel Tokarczyk 

June 4 Ann  Matthews 

June 6 Betty Stewart 

  Edgar Shaffer 

  Jackson Medvec 

June 12       George Klemencic 

  Tom Isiminger 

June 16 Kathy Lafferty 

June 18 Rhonda Griffith 

June 21 Zoe Stumpf 

June 22 Carrie Betarie 

June 23 Grace Coleman 

  Zachary Mehok 

June 26 Connie Garbe 

  June Devaughn 

June 28 Alexis Betarie 

June 30 Ray Lengvarsky 

Happy BirthdayñGod bless you! 
If your birthday isnõt here, notify Pastor Beth 

Happy Birthday é May God bless you in the year ahead 

2009 Graduates:  

High School: 

Jim Barrettðplans to attend 

Robert Morris University 

Collin Griffithðplans to attend Edinboro 

University 

College and Post-Graduate 

Zachary Mehokðdegree in Manufacturing 

Engineering 

Stacy SaussolðMasters Degree in        

elementary education with reading special-

ist certificate 

Session assigned to members ...  

Each session member has been assigned members 

of the congregation in an attempt to foster relation-

ships and communication.  

Adams to Beyer + Debi Stewart - Jean Beyer 

Bradburn to Chappel + Robin Taffee - Sara Carter 

Cole to Drazick + Tournay - Carol Cain 

Etherington to Griffith + Vuchinich - Rhonda Griffith 

Hart to Jones + Wood + Weyland - Joyce Jobe  

Katruska to Lengvarsky + Zaney - Ray Lengvarsky 

Lesko to Metsger + Urcini - Jack Lang 

Michel to Albert Saussol - Ray Stevens 

Stacy Saussol to Betty Stewart - Bill Morgan 

 

This is a new way of communicating and there may 

be breakdowns in the initial implementation. If this 

happens, please have patience AND let us know so 

that the problem can be corrected. 

 

This is a two-way communication process so please 

call your session member if you have concerns. 

Pastor Bethôs Contact Information:   

747 Millers Run Road 

McDonald PA 15057 

Contact Information: The church phone 

rings into the manse and an answering 

machine is available. Please call 412-221-

5594 if you have a need or concern at any 

time.  

Email: pgemaker@hotmail.com 
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News from then Hands of Christ Medical Clinic 

A recent gift of $25,000  from a church in Illi-

nois came at the perfect time! It came at a 

time of discouragement --- as if to say, "hang 

in there...it'll get built...just be patient and faith-

ful." Boy, what a message we needed to hear! 

 

The team in Mexico that has really driven the 

process of clinic construction is very experi-

enced. They've built churches and Sunday 

school buildings, cisterns and seminaries, 

houses and school buildings all over Chiapas 

and even a few in neighboring Tabasco. But 

they'd never built a clinic before. Even in Mex-

ico, clinic construction is overseen by the gov-

ernment and has different construction re-

quirements. To the best of my knowledge, the 

government doesn't get involved in the other 

types of construction we've done there. But 

clinics have special requirements. For exam-

ple: 

¶ Capable of withstanding earthquakes. 

¶ Fire safety systems in place (sprinklers). 

¶ Anti-bacterial fibers mixed into cement for       

 interior flooring. 

 
The list goes on and on. 
 
So what have these requirements meant? 

More details. More time. More money. And a 

LOT more of all three! Cost estimates for final 

completion have continued to rise, even 

though it looks like we're about 85 to 90% 

completed! But meeting those requirements is 

all part of the process of demonstrating that 

we are faithful to honoring the law and the 

spirit of the law, which is surely to insure that 

those who are 

served there will 

be safe...no mat-

ter what. 

 

Yes, there's irony 

in that because of our horrific experiences in 

the Mexican government's healthcare system. 

And yes, it's extremely frustrating to be so 

close and yet so far. Nevertheless, we are re-

minded of the patience of the Mexican people. 

They build when there are funds and wait pa-

tiently (without losing the vision) until those 

funds are available. THEY will not lose sight of 

the dream. THEY will not get discouraged be-

cause they are used to having to wait for 

things that are important. THEY will remind us 

that good things come to those who wait. 

 

But still... the gift from Illinois was a much 

needed encouragement for those of us on 

THIS side of the border....those of us who 

have poured out of time, our money, our sweat 

and even our blood to help get Clinica Tzeltal 

Manos de Cristo (Hands of Christ Tzeltal 

Clinic) ready to serve those in need. 

5K Run for Missions ....  

As a memorial for Matthew Brown, a 5K 

run/walk for missions is slated for Satur-

day, October 10th. There will be several 

individual prizes awarded and the pro-

ceeds will go toward construction at the 

Hands of Christ Medical Clinic in Chia-

pas. Watch for additional details and en-

try forms in the July/August Newsletter 

and on the website at 

www.gladdenup.org. 
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Calendar of Events:  
May 6ðSession Meet-

ing at 7:15 p.m. 

May 7ðPastor attend-

ing presbytery transfor-

mation meeting at 8:30 

a.m. 

May 10ðMotherôs Day 

and Baptisms 

May 13ðTrustee Meeting at 7:30 p.m. 

May 15ðWedding Rehearsal 

May 16ðWedding of Sara Carter and Jeff 

Young. 

May 17ðMay 24ðPastor Beth will be attend-

ing a two-week seminar for her D. Min. degree 

at the  University of Dubuque Theological 

Seminary. Pastor Jerry will be preaching. 

June 2ð5K Race for 

Mission Committee 

Meeting. Time to be 

announced. 

June 3ðSession 

Meeting at 7:15 p.m. 

June 4ðPresbytery 

Meeting 

June 6ðSpaghetti Dinner 4:30 to 7:30 p.m. 

June 7ðCommunion and start of Toddler 

Program for children 1 to 3. 

June 13ðòFireproofò movie shown at  7 p.m. 

June 14ðInstallation Service at 10:30 a.m. 

June 21ðBridgeville Community Days to in-

clude community outreach and fundraiser. 

Wedding at the church 

June 22 ï25ðVacation Bible School 

June 27ðWedding 

June 28ðPastor Beth participating in Choral 

Celebration in North Carolina. 

Presbyterian Women é. 

The Women's Association has been working on a 
project of church memorabilia that would have a 
permanent place/display in the church. 

   

We are asking the members of the church to be 
involved with this project by donating any items 
they may have and would like to be part of the 
display. If you do have items, please give these 
to any member of the Association by May 31st. 
Any items not included will be returned.  

 

If you would prefer to be personally involved with 
ideas in organizing and planning this display, we 
invite you to join us.  Our next get together will be 
Sunday, May 31 after worship service in the  

Fellowship Hall.   

 

We do have pieces of furniture from the old 
church which we hope to use in this display, but 

they need to be refinished; any info on this would 
be appreciated. 

        

This is a project to preserve the history of Glad-
den UP Church and the women have a deep de-
sire to see that this history remains for future gen-
erations.   

 

PEACH FESTIVAL ...  

 

The 
Womenôs 
Association 
will host 
their annual 
Peach  

Festival on 
Saturday, 
Aug. 15. 
Additional details to follow but mark your 
calendar so you donôt miss one of the best 
summer socials in the area. 
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Malawians reaping gold through fish farming ...  
One striking symbol of Ma-

lawiôs natural beauty is the 

ever-green Mount Mulanje, 

located in the South of the 

country, where every Mala-

wian with means would want 

to visit and every tourist never 

wants to miss setting his/her 

eyes on. 

The second tallest in South-

East Africa, Mulanje Mt 

stretches across two districts 

of Mulanje and Phalombe, two 

of the most heavily populated 

districts in the country, yet rav-

aged by poverty as well. 

It was after observing that the 

people here are trapped in 

poverty despite playing host to 

thousands of local and foreign 

tourists, and being an agricul-

tural rich area with billions of 

Kwacha worth of tea and cof-

fee estates, that Blantyre 

Synod decided to provide a 

kind of social support to the 

people. 

Working through its develop-

ment wing, the Blantyre Synod 

Development Commission 

(BSDC), the church estab-

lished a livelihood security pro-

gram in Phalombe which tar-

gets vulnerable members of 

the society by assisting them 

to access farm inputs and 

modern farming technologies. 

One of the most successful 

projects here is Fish farming. 

People in Phalombe have 

demonstrated that from Fish 

Farming, there are enormous 

economic gains beyond other 

peopleôs imaginations. 

ñFrom two seasons of growing 

fish, my family has enjoyed the 

happiness we never dreamt of. 

We are now able to meet our 

basic needs. Further, plans 

are underway to roof our 

house with corrugated iron-

sheets,ò says a visibly happy 

Honnex Kapuseya of Lmoliwa 

village, in Phalombe district. 

Mr Kapuseya said what was 

important was good care for 

the fish through feeding and 

provision of fresh water regu-

larly. He says the family is 

able to buy fertilizer, buy de-

cent clothes and they have im-

proved their diet because of 

the gains made from selling 

fish, which they grow in just 

one fish pond and harvest 

twice a year. 

ñWe make not less than 

K10,000 from one harvest of 

Makumba, (a type of Chambo 

fish) and that is a lot of money 

in one harvest,ò he says, while 

heaping songs of praise to 

BSDC which is running the 

program there. 

Chairperson of the fish famers 

in the village ï Mr. Mattias Si-

nodi, who was busy renovating 

his fish pond when The Ser-

vant visited the village, says 

the 14-member grouping has 

seen remarkable improve-

ments in their life styles at 

house hold level. 

ñThere used to be hunger in 

many families, but today, that 

is history for members of the 

club,ò he rejoices, as he pulled 

a seemingly heavy wheelbar-

row full of mud during the 

renovation of his pond. 

The program here works in 

over 60 villages The program 

is funded by OXFAM ï Malawi. 

For additional information: 

http://www.malawipartnership.org/ne

ws/BSDCv1i2.pdf 

Reminder:  RADA Cutlery is available all year 

round...especially now when we would be 

purchasing  wedding gifts and/or any gifts for 

any special person or event.  Besides the re-

cipient of any warrantied  RADA product the 

Gladden Missions and Outreach Committee 

will also benefit. from the sale of these prod-

ucts.  All the profits go directly to help others 

to help themselves in our community and Gladden's Mission Projects abroad to 

spread the word of Christ. Our committee member for RADA is Grace Coleman 

at 412-220-1040 or make contact at Gladden Church.  We can get  a catalog, to 

you and/or information about some of our unique gift sets that are available now. 

 

Purchase RADA Cutlery and benefit  missions  
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Crocodile Dock Vacation Bible School é  

Get ready to sink your teeth into 

BIG fun! Crocodile Dock is filled 

with incredible Bible-learning 

that kids see, hear, touch, and 

even taste! Bible Point crafts, 

team-building games, cool Bible  

Songs, and tasty treats are just 

a few of the Crocodile Dock ac-

tivities that help faith flow into 

real life. 

Weôll help kids discover how to 

see God in everyday lifeð 

Something we call God Sight-

ings. Get ready to hear that 

phrase a lot. 

 

 

P.S. We may get a little messy 

so wear old clothes and shoes. 

Mark your calendars for June 22 

through 25 from 6 to 8:30 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Watch your mail for more details 

or check the website at: 

www.gladdenup.org. 

Youôll want to be part of the Ga-

tor Swamp Crew! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GLADDEN TO  

IMPLEMENT TODDLER  

PROGRAM SUNDAY, JUNE 7  

In conjunction with an enhance-

ment grant from Pittsburgh 

Presbytery, session voted to 

begin a toddler program for chil-

dren 1-3 during morning wor-

ship. The   coordinator of this 

program will be Kim Taylor. 

This program along with the 

Children in Worship program for 

children age 4 to Grade 5 al-

lows parents the opportunity to 

enjoy worship and provides 

children the opportunity to learn 

more about God in ways that 

spark their interest and allows 

participation. 
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Gladden United Presbyterian 

Vacation Bible School 

Vacation Bible School is 

scheduled for the week of 

June 22 You wonôt want to 

miss this evening program fe-

turing Groupôs Crocodile Dock 

curriculum. 

Details to followé..Watch your 

mailbox and plan to register 

online at GladdenUP.org 

beginning June 1. 

Volunteers are needed! 

Mark your calendars! 

Upcoming Events é  

747 Millers Run Road 

McDonald PA 15057 

Phone: 412-221-5594 

Rev. Elizabeth Broschart 

Join us June 6... Spaghetti Dinner 

Allow us to cook dinner for you 
and your family on Saturday, 
June 6.  Dinner served from 
4:30 to 7 p.m. Your meal will 
include a gourmet Italian 
salad, spaghetti and meat-
balls, bread and butter, des-
sert and a drink. The cost of 
$8/person and $4.50 for chil-
dren age 12 and under  with 
children under 6 eating free. 
The proceeds will benefit our 
outreach projects. 


