
   

 

 An email from Sister Joan Chittister, a Benedic-
tine author, helped me have a new appreciation 
for Labor Day. (www.benetvision.org). 
 
ñ1. Work is my gift to the world. It is my social 
fruitfulness. It ties me to my neighbor and binds 
me to the future. Work is the way I am saved 
from total self-centeredness. It gives me a rea-
son to exist that is larger than myself, it makes 
me part of possibility. It gives me hope. The po-
et wrote: óIf I knew that the world would end to-
morrow, I would plant an apple tree today.ô 
 
2. Work gives me a place in salvation. It helps 
redeem the world from sin. It enables creation 
to go on creating.  
 
3. Work is meant to build community. When we 
work for others, we give ourselves; and we can 
give alms as well. We never work, in other 
words, for our own good alone. 

4. Work leads to self-fulfillment. It uses the gifts 
and talents we know we have, and it calls on 
gifts of which we are unaware. 
 
5. Work is its own asceticism. When we face the 
work at hand, with all its difficulties and all its 
rigors and all its repetition and all its irritations 
and then accept it, we do not need to traffic in 
symbolic penances. What today's work brings is 
what is really due from us to God.  
 
6. Finally, work is the way we really live in soli-
darity with the poor of the world. Work is our 
commitment not to live off others, not to sponge, 
not to shirk, not to cheat. Giving less than a 
day's work for a day's pay, shunting work off on-
to underlings, doing one coat of paint where we 
promised to do two, are not what was meant by 
ótilling the garden and keeping it.ô 
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Choir Members:  God needs individuals to com-

mit to singing in the choir, particularly for special 

events such as Christmas Eve. If Saturdays 

donôt work, see Rayma. Weôll work out another 

time to practice or provide practice tapes. If you 

canôt commit to all year, commit to a month at a 

time. 

Greeters:  God needs volunteers to greet our 

visitors, find out their names and follow up with 

cards and the right hand of fellowship. 

Liturgists:  God needs individuals willing to 

read scripture and give announcements during 

morning worship. 

Worship Committee:  God needs people to 

decorate our sanctuary for special services in 

ways which reflect the beauty of worship and to 

prepare communion 

 

Work Days:  God needs men and women to do-

nate a day to work projects. See the trustees. 

 

Children in Worship: God needs one additional 

volunteer to work with our Children in Worship 

coordinator one Sunday a month during worship. 

 

Godôs calling you é are you listening? The 

church only functions when all members of the 

body participate. 

 

Ministry opportunities ...  

Presbyterian Women ...  

The Presbyterian Womenôs organization held 

their annual Peach Festival last month with a net 

profit of $2,143.83  with 258 served. The event 

was well attended and everyone enjoyed the time 

of fellowship around a common table. 

Flea Market for Missions 

 

Sept. 11 and 12 

9 a.m. to 5 p.m. (Friday) 

9 a.m. to 3 p.m. (Saturday) 

 

Bring your gently used clothing, house-

hold and miscellaneous items to the 

church by Sept. 10. 

 

All proceeds will benefit the partnership 

between Gladden United Presbyterian 

and St. Paulôs CCAP in Malawi, Africa. 

 

Help is needed  -  

See Pastor Beth or Jean Beyer 
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The Christian community plays an important role 
in the life of discipleship because this community 
is nothing less than the body of Christ in the 
world today. It is among brothers and sisters in 
faith that we:  
 
Å  Experience the presence of Jesus Christ, 
 through dynamic preaching and excellent 
 music. 
 
Å  Come together for worship, prayer and  
 fellowship  
 
Å  Learn to live a life of disciple-
 ship and stewardship. 
 
Å  Receive support from fellow  
 Christians . 
 
ñThere is no substitute for living 
around other Christians,ò write Stan-
ley Hauerwas and William  
Willimon of Duke Divinity School. A 
ñprimary way of learning to be disci-
ples is by being in contact with others 
who are disciplesò (Resident Aliens: 
Life in the Christian Colony). We 
grow in discipleship as we strive with 
others to hear Godôs Word, feed the 
hungry, welcome strangers and love 
one another.  

 
ðHomiletics 

 
Join us for 
Rally Day 2009 
Sunday, Sept. 13 

 
This fall let us re-focus our priorities 
and make worshipping God the cen-
ter of our lives. 
 
Whatever your situation may be, con-
sider spending time with your broth-
ers and sisters in Christ to get your-
self rooted into Godôs love. If your 
desire is a more intimate walk with 
God or if you want to help your chil-
dren grow in the knowledge and faith 

of Christ, thereôs no better 
time to start than NOW. 
 

May your roots go 
deep into the  
Word of God! 

Bring your family to church on Sunday, Sept. 13 ...  
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There is a deep need to rediscover the gift of Sabbath ...  

There is a deep need today to rediscover the 
gift of Sabbath. The need declares itself in the 
most intimate places of the human heart and in 
the broadest spheres of social and economic 
interchange. It asserts itself even where Sab-
bath is only a distant memory, even where the 
word "Sabbath" is not known at all. Across barri-
ers of age and culture, the need speaks, press-
es, makes itself known. 
 
For some the need for Sabbath emerges as a 
cry from within. Exhausted, we yearn over the 
loss of time to rejoice in those closest to us, or 
simply to play, to rest and be still, to delight in 
the goodness that we believe yet surrounds us. 
We yearn, and in our yearning we ache. 
 
For some the need for Sabbath names itself in 
quiet grief. Grief that we are moving faster and 
faster in our lives, but the only progress we 
seem to make is into a greater emptiness. Grief 
that the ways we have strained so conscien-
tiously to live are simply not working. Grief that 
although we partake abundantly from the table 
our culture spreads before us, we come away 
from the table still hungry, as hurried and 
pressed as ever rather than nourished and re-
newed. 
 
As a society, we know well the statistics that de-
lineate a particular form of progress: the ideal 
economic growth rate is 3% to 5% per year; ad-
justing for inflation, United States citizens spend 
more than twice as much for material goods 
and services as they did fifty years ago; we buy 
homes almost three times larger than we did 
following World War II and fill them with twice as 
many things; we work longer hours, more of us 
hold multiple jobs, and we now live to the full 
what some decades ago was proclaimed as 
"the gospel of consumerism." 1 
 
Yet these same statistics give rise to questions. 
For an increasing number of us the questions 
themselves articulate the need for Sabbath. 
Can the finite resources of the earth sustain the 
economic growth our culture demands? Can 
persons and can families survive the drivenness 
of a life that finds its "good news" in ever more 
rapid consumption? Are fundamental elements 

of justice sacrificed as people work longer and 
longer hours just to keep the system going, and 
as the gap between those who have the means 
for leisure and those with no means at all grows 
wider by the year? 2 
 
And in the Church, the need to rediscover the 
gift of Sabbath sounds through both the best 
and the most harried realms of our common life. 
At best, we desire to know more fully the over-
whelming mystery of God's all-restoring love. 
We yearn to be still and see afresh the miracles 
that surround us. We long for disciplines of time 
and practice that will let us simply rejoice in the 
One we seek to serve. At worst we find our-
selves exhausted from trying too hard to serve 
the divine grace we proclaim. Collectively, we 
long for a goodness that seems to have fled. 
 
"Days pass and years vanish, and we walk 
sightless among miracles," go the words of a 
Jewish prayer used on the eve of beginning 
Sabbath. "Sabbath is a gift, but we are so reluc-
tant to accept it, that God had to make it a com-
mand," writes contemporary religious leader 
Barbara Brown Taylor. 3 In the context of wide 
and deepening need for Sabbath, both state-
ments speak an honest word. They also speak 
a healing word. Acknowledging the loss inher-
ent in our reluctance to pause at all, they point 
our needy spirits to an overwhelming gift offered 
by the Living God 

Sabbath comes to us as a many-layered gift. In 

its manifestation it shines as a gem of limitless 

facets, infinite and uncontainable yet taking par-

ticular forms. Divinely fashioned, even its mode 

of coming from God is multiple. In the Book of 

Genesis, God breathes Sabbath into the very 

fabric of creation.  

(Consider unwrapping this valuable 

gift in your own life). 

 

Sabbath as a sacred mandate. God's people 

are forever to remember the Sabbath. They are 

to set aside one full day in seven and keep it 

http://www.pcusa.org/spiritualformation/sabbath.htm#1
http://www.pcusa.org/spiritualformation/sabbath.htm#2
http://www.pcusa.org/spiritualformation/sabbath.htm#3
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September 2ð

Session meeting 

at 7:15 p.m. 

September 3ð

Presbytery Meet-

ing at Camp 

Crestfield. 

September 11 

and 12ðFlea 

Market for Missions. Donations Needed. 

September 13ðRally Day and Church Picnic. 

September 27ðRay Lengvarsky Preaching 

Oct. 2 and 3ðPastor Beth and Pastor Jerry 

attending Choral Workshop in Virginia 

Calendar é Fall Schedule . . . Make time to focus on God! 

October 4ðWorld Communion Sunday and col-

lection of Peacemaking Offering 

October 7ðSession meeting at 7:15 p.m. 

October 11ðBaby Shower for Sandra Schidek 

Calloway  

October 25ð Around the Fire from 6 to 8 p.m. 

The Holy Child Knights of Columbus 

invite you to 

The Second Annual 

ñPrayer for Peaceò 

On September 11, 2009 

7 p.m. 

At the Bridgeville V.F.D. 

3470 Commercial Drive, Bridgeville 

 

We want to bring our community together honor 

those who lost their lives and the firefighters, 

EMTs, police forces and service men and wom-

en currently serving to protect us. 

R.S.V.P.  

to 

Steve Rash (412-914-0605) 

Or email 

serash@verizon.net 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Your Gifts Make a Difference!  

 

Please give generously  

To the 

Peacemaking Offering  


